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LDVERTISEMENT. 


FN order to vindicate myſelf from the im- 
putation of having capriciouſly invented 
F circumſtances merely for the embelliſh- 
ment of the following Drama, it will be ne- 
4 *fary to cite ſome paſſages from writers not 
: generally read ; for though the Muſe is al- 
1 owed a preat latitude for invention, yet no 
0 naments become her ſo much as thoſe which 
5 b he borrows from hiſtory, becauſe no other 
En have equal propriety. 

| Gentl aſp, p. 12.—It may be worth while 
4 cite here a curious piece of natural hiſtory, 
f r þ relation to the aſp. Proſper Alpinus, Rer. 
#oyp. lib. 4. c. 4, ſays, that its bite is very 
10 all; that it does not cauſe any inflamma- 
1 ſonſor ſwelling ; and that its poiſon imme- 


B 2 „ diately 


the deſcent of the ſouls of the ſuitors into | 
| Hades, lib. 24. ſays, That by the gates of 


4} ADVERTISEMENT. 


8 runs over all the body, and brings 3 
on a kind of numbneſs, or laſſitude, accom- E 
panied with a gentle ſleep, ſo that thoſe Who L 
die of it die not without pleaſure. Proſper | : 
Alpinus ſeems to ſay this from his own know- 3 
ledge, and 1 Nicangder to the ſame pur- 3 


poſe. 


That lake which parts, &c. p. 12. — Dio- Z 
dorus Siculus, lib. 1. mentioning that paſ- 


ſage in the Odyſſey, where Homer deſcribes 


the Sun the Poet meant the city Heliopolis, 


and by the Aſphodel- Meadow, where he ſup- 
poſed the dead to inhabit, he meant a place 
beyond the Acheruſian lake, near Memphis, | ; 
where there were moſt beautiful meadows |} 
and pools abounding with the lotus and 
the calamus aromaticus. Homer, adds the 
Hiſtorian, very properly makes this place the 4 


ſeat of departed ſouls, for moſt, Ægyptians 
were huried there, their bodies being tranſ- 
ported thither over the Acheruſian lake. 


re 


> 
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11 


& Sais to ſacrifice in the night, they light up 


F tention of it; Jablouſki, one of the moſt judi- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 3 
To-morrow is the Feaſt of Lights, p p. 0 


Herodotus ſays thus, Enter. 62. p. 112. 
When the Ægyptians aſſemble together at 


lamps, and place them about the houſes. 
The lamps are ſupplied with oil and ſalt; 
the wick floats upon the ſurface, and burns 
all night. This feaſt is called the Feaſt of 
Lamps. They who do not come to the 
meeting ſtill obſerve this nightly ſacrifice, 


and ſet up lamps; ſo that not only atSais, but 
all over Egypt, lamps are lighted. Why 
F< this night is celcbrated, 5 in their 
ſacred writings. 


Sirius, riſe, &c. p. 27. —Somuch ol the F caſt 
of Lamps in general. Asto ther meaning : and in- 


cious and ſagacious writers upon the Egyptian 
Antiquities, pp N vid. Panth. Egypt. v. TX 


p. 80. that it was celebrated at the riſing of 


Sirius or the Dog: ſtar, 1. e. when this ſtar 
was got ſo far to the Weſt of the Sun, that 
it t could be ſeen before day- break; at which 

5 ſeaſon | 


| 


Jaſon the Nile riſes, and the Egyptians bega 
their year, and believed the world was firſt? Y 


that we may fairly ſuppoſe, that when thi 
feaſt was firſt appointed, the Dog-ſtar roſe i 
Egypt about the ſummer ſolſtice, vid. Petav 
Uran. p. 77. i. e. when the days are longeſt, 
Now according to Horapollo, the Egyptian 


_ furniſhed many, if not moſt of their feſti 
vities and humiliations, as we know from un 
rnd authority. 


tians, when they obſerved the Dog-ſtar to | 


| upon more proper for Amenthe's purpoſe, b 


6 ADVERTISEMENT: 


formed. This opinion of Jablouſki is very 
probable, and becomes more ſo if we conſider 


above all men delighted in the Sun. This i 
ſo true, that its progreſs through the Zodia 


Hephæſtion ſays, that the antient Ægyp 


riſe with a golden colour, expected a prope 


riſing and falling of the Nile, upon which th = 
ſucceſs of their harveſt entirely depended. 1 


For theſe reaſons i availed myſelf of Ja-i 3 
blouſki's conjecture at the end of the ſecond 
Act; and thought no time could be pitched 


: chan 


ADVERTISEMENT. 7 
*Tily be abſent at In as he was a Prieſt of the 


| Wheels the 1 Sec. p. 28. — As to 
he Copernican ſyſtem alluded to in this 


the diſcovery of ſome nation, where 


than in Greece, at the time of Pythagoras. 


; amongſt them? 


ſtage, was not filled up with the num- 


fa. per length of time in performing. 


9 


D R A- 


han when her huſband Potiphar muſt neceſſa- 


place, there is great reaſon to believe that it 
aſtronomy had been much longer cultivated 
This was the opinion of Mr. Maclaurin.* TO 
what people then can this ſyſtem be attributed 5 
with ſo much probability as the Egyptians, 
ſince it was certainly firſt made known in 
Greece by Pythagoras, who reſided many years 


| | > This drama appearing to be unfit for the | 


ber of ſongs neceſſary to give it a pro- 
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DRAMAT IS PERSONA. 


POT I HAR. 
AME N THE, Wife to Potiphar. 


Jos EPE. 
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MzTHuR a, Servant and Confident to 
Amenthe. 


, 


Prieſts, Muſicians, &c. 


Angels. 


Heliopolis, in Egypt. 


SCENE, 


1 


to 


| DR Ts e- -. 
| e * -N 


e 3 


JO 8 M 


on A Ad et 2 — e . CA 2. A 8 N — . 2 . 


A4 I 


SE L 


Augxrhx, man, and Attendants. 


C H O R U 8. 
E T not man complain of fate, 
Tho' ſome woes attend his ſtate 4 
For where reaſon darts her ray, 
All becomes ſerene and gay. 


AMENTHE. 
My ſoul is not in tune for mirth : repeat 
That plaintive air again. It better ſuits 


My preſent thoughts. 5 
SONG. 


S JOSE ME 
$ ON G. 
Envy, hate, ambition, ſtrife 
Cloud the mournful ſcene of life; 5 
Love itſelf, that welcome gueſt 
To the young and thoughtleſs breaſt, 
Soon does with tyrannic ſway 
Drive all joy and peace away. 
Well may we then complain of fate, 
Since woes attend our happieſt ſtate. | 
[All ge of but AMENTHE and METHURA, 
CE N E ; 2 
AME NT HE, MET HU RA. 


AM ENT H E. 
| ——Drives all joy and peace away— 

O fatal truth to wretches, who like me 
Have drank the dregs of Love's enchanted cup! 
Each hour, each moment, of my life, i fee] 
The poiſon working here—Por this diſeaſe, 
This worſt of all, why has not nature given 
Some healing antidote ? Is there no charm 

In all thy, ſtores, O Iſis ?—Is there none 

To cure a wounded heart? Alas! 7ve tried 

All hitherto in vain. For magic charms 


Faye loſt all power with me—cach waking thought 
Saddens 


r Y e_ 


RE. 


JOSEPH 11 


Saddens the cheerful day; while every dream 7 
Makes gloomy night more gloomy—and oonſpires 
To rack my heart with Joſeph. | 
MET HRA, 
Leave ſuch 3 
For thoſe, on whom nature has not beſtowed 
Her chief endowment, beauty; who but act 
The part of wiſdom, when they ſtrive to quell 
A paſſion, that can hope for no return. 
To the' homely leave ſuch charms as theſe—do thou 
Uſe ſuch as nature gave thee”, and which ſhe meant 
Sean be employed. 
au ENTER x. 
4 They too have been employed. 
Thou knoweſt it, and i bluſh to think thou doſt. 
They too have loſt all power. He feels them not. 
0 Joſeph, Joleph= | 
- | | METHURA, | 
2 | hlame not the ſweet youth ; ; 
= But blame thyſelf. Full many a moon has wained 
= Since firſt this paſſion ſeized thee, and no ſigns 
Have yet been given by which to read thy mind, 
_ "AMENTHE. 
Then nature has no language to expreſs 
The feelings of the heart, but that of words 3 
t Nay, theſc have not been wanting. | 
s _ | 4 


4 


- 


10 8 ER „ 
aMitTHURA: © 

the Tell me not 
Of hints, of glances ; in a caſe like this 

More is expected. Boldly then reſolve * 
; To clear theſe doubts, -or tear him from thy heart. 
5 AME NT H E. 

Ves, i will tear him hence. The gentle aſp 

Shall do this friendly office; ſhe ſhall ſned 

Her pleaſing balſam in theſe veins, and cure, 

At one kind ſtroke, deſpair, and ſhame, and guilt. 
O the delightful thought ! to reſt my head 

On Death's ſoft pillow ; to compoſe in ſleep, 

In one eternal fleep, the woes and pangs 

That make life grievous ! Or, if prieſts ſay true, 
What rapture will it be, when wafted o'er 

That lake, which parts this buſy, buſtling world 
From the bleſs'd manſions of the peaceful dead, 
'To breathe ambroſial air, to tread thoſe fields 
Where grow the lotus, aſphodel, and reed 

Olf fragrant ſcent, and there in pleaſing dreams 
Wait for my Joſeph. | 


8 0 N G 
Methinks i hear the murmuring ſound 
Of happy nymphs and ſwains around; 
On flowery banks they ſit, or rove 

In twilight walks, and feaſt on love: 


While 


. 


t. 


le 8 | 


W But what of that ? 


While glaſſy takes, and alling Rreams 
Reflect fair ifts* ſilver beams; 

And the ſweet ſongſter of the night | 
Love's liſtening ear ſooths with delight. 

If ſuch the joys Elyſium yields, 

O ſnatch ans . to thoſe bleſs'd fields 


M E T H UR 4 
Theſe are the dreams of dotage, and deſpair ; 3 
nfit for thy condition. Beauty, youth, 
and health, are worth enjoying. Wouldſt thou then 


| ly from this meaning object of thy love, 


his blooming youth, with hopes to meet again 
hou know'ſt not what, nor where, nor when f 
Come quit 


Theſe vain and idle fancies. Be advis'd —— 
A ſudden thought comes croſs me. 


AMENTHE. = 
po Speak it out. 
METHUR A. 55 


Fre, is the Feaſt of Lights. This night 
Thy huſband goes to Sais. 0 


A M ENT HE. 
True, he does; 3 


N ET HURA. 


I 


MET HU RA. 
All then will be ſecure 
From him—and for the reſt — 
AMENTHE, 
What doſt thou | mean ? 
 METHURA. 


1 mean to make thee happy. 


A M ENTHE 
Thy dark words 


| Do . me trembie Hark | [ methinks 1 1 hear 
The tread of feet this way. 


MET HU RA. 
Let us retire, 


And talk * this more full. ( Exeunt. 


8 G — N E III. 


Pormnan, JosEPH, and Attendants, 


P OT I PH AR. 
LE 18 all prepared 
For my intended journey ? 
e JOSEPH. 
All, my Lord, 


| As thou didſt give command. 


POTIPHA Rs 
With careful eye 
Watch 


JO V CC 
Watch well the family till my return. 
I know 'tis needleſs to remind thee” of this, 
| Or any other duty ; but aday 
Of joy and feaſting aſks peculiar care, 
| Left they diſturb thy miſtreſs. She of late, 
It gives me pain to ſee it, but of late | 
| She ſeems to loath the cheerful ſcenes of life. | 
Vet this ſhe cannot wholly ſhun. The hymn 
Demands her preſence. See it be performed 
| To beſt advantage. It may ſooth her grief. 


-$: O N G. 
Sounds harmonious can impart 
Comfort to the bleeding heart; 
By their magic power aſſuage 
Human fury, brutal rage. 
1 
Without thy aid, 
Celeſtial maid ! 
Whoſe tuneful lyre 
Directs the quire, 


This fair and glorious ſcene 
Z A chaos ſtill had been, 

O may it prove that — charm, and eaſe 
Her ſickly mind! 8 
JOSEPH, 
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JOSEPH. 2, 
Ts there aught elſe r. remains ? 5 
POTIPHAR, 
Thou know'ſt what cuſtom and the law preſcribe 
Let theſe be thy directors. On thy faith, 
Thy diligence, thy prudence, i rely 


In every caſe. 


Jose. 
Thy goodneſs claims them all, 


And merits more than my beſt powers can pay. 


Nought ſhall eſcape my care. No bounds i ſet 

To duty, but thoſe only, which the faith 

Taught in my earlieſt days. 
POTIPHAR, 

I underſtand— 


Thou art excus'd, ſoon as the rites begin 


: s c EN E IV. 
Enter AukN THE, METHURA, and Attendants. | 


POTIPHAR- 
Amenthe, thou didſt now employ our thoughts; 


6 V Ser has been our ſubject. 


AME NT HE. 
It does gain 


Freſh fuel, when 1 fee it wound thy heart; ; 


GA EB th WM 
But all, i hope, will ſoon go well. Perhaps 
Tis but a ſluggiſh flowing of the blood, 
From ſome malignant planet; for tis ſaid 

Such cauſes oft produce theſe ſtrange effects. 

1 __POTIPHAR. 

1 hope and wiſh it ſoon may paſs. F e 
To-morrow, with the ſetting ſun, expect 

To ſee thy Potiphar again. Mean-while, 
Joſeph has orders how to act; but ſtill 

With deference to thy will. Once more, farewell ! 
5 1 [Exit PorIrHAR. 


$ CY NE 


JOSEPH, 
| Before I quit thy preſence, is there aught 
| Amenthe would command? 
AME NT HE. 

There is a ching 
But 'tis no matter now Vet ſtay awhile— 
Perhaps this time may ſuit—or, if not now, 
| Some other time ere long. — My huſband oft 
Has mention'd lightly, but ne'er told me all 
Thy wond'rous ſtory. From thy mouth I wiſh 
| Jo learn the whole ; and let it be ſome hour 
| This i when thy leiſure beſt permits. 
C JOSEPH, 
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JOSEPH, 5 
Whate'er reluctance I may feel to tell 


Of my unnatural brethren, what muſt ſhock 
Thy vertuous boſom ; thou ſhalt be obey'd. 


Wiſhes from our ſuperiors are commands. 
AMENTHE _ 
. talk not thus. I would not have thee come 


To me as thy ſuperior. 1 could wiſh 


Thy mind were free from all reſtraint ; hi a 


Would then have more of nature, and impart 
A deeper feeling. To the tender mind 
Pity is as a feaſt. 


8 0 

All other pains our bliſs deſtroy, 

The pains of Pity we enjoy 

To her th' indulgent Gods aſſign 

The taſte of happineſs divine. 
CHORUS. 

F or ſhe was ſent us from above, 

To do the work of heavenly love ; 

To wipe Affliction's tear away, 

And make e'en Miſery look gay. 


o 


0 S - : 


„ 8 
MAI DS OT AM EN TRE. 


FIRST MAID. 


1 D ye obſerve our miſtreſs as ſhe paſs? d? 
| She ſeem'd diſorder'd. 


SECOND M AID. 


We did fee and mark; 
Has aught offended her ? 


FIRST MAID. 


| Nought that we know. 
Her conduct ſeems quite chang'd of late. From mild 


And ſweetly temper'd, ſhe has frequent ſtarts, . 
That make attendance heavy. But our lot . 
And duty bid us bear. And we ſhould learn 
From hence, that every {tation has its cares, 

Its woes, however envied. 


$ ON „ 5 
Not the gilded room of ſtate, 
Coſtly robes, or livery'd train, 
Can from care ſecure the great, 
Or A the mind in pain. 


C'2 CHORUS. 
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And wait her orders. ” [Exennt. 
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80 ſpotleſs, in the world's diſcerning eye, 
Should fall to this! ſhould caſt away all ſhame, 
And tempt her ſervant with unlawful love ! 


Of dubious import, which from time to time 


To ghnce ſuſpicious meaning, Fatal fall 


CHORUS. 
The Gods are pleas'd on men to ſhower 
Unequal ſhares of wealth and power ; 
But with impartial hand beſtow 
True happineſs on high and low. 


Let us retire 


S. G R N I 
JosEPH alone. 
Was I awake, and can it be that one 
Bleſs'd in ſo kind a huſband, plac'd fo high - 
Above my ſtation— one who ſtands ſo clear, 


bi dC ð V . 8 


Now but too well I underſtand thoſe words 


She dropp'd as *twere by chance; thoſe looks that 
ſeem'd | 


To her, perhaps to me ! for can ſhe bear 
Before her face the witneſs, and the cauſe, 


Though innocent, of this perſidious act? 
| No. 


„os 21 


BY She will watch occaſions ; ſhe will ſeize 

| Each trivial ſlip, and in the form of guilt. 

E Preſent it to the eyes of Potiphar 

In his kind moments. What then muſt enſue, 

| Should ſhe prevail, but baniſhment from hence, 
This anly refuge in my time of woe? 

And what is that but ruin? Well, let it come, 
Since innocence attends, and draws it down, 
| If it does come. O holy innocence ! _ 

| Thy hardeſt fate, to him who feels aright, 

Is better than the beſt reward of guilt. — 

But does not duty bid, and ſelf-defence, 

| That I reveal this ſecret ?—Were there proof 

{ Sufficient, that might be the caſe. But here 
My tale would gain ſmall credit—and perhaps 
She may repent. Let me not then deſtroy _ 
The peace of my kind lord with fruitleſs zeal, 

| Let me to Heav'n ſubmit th' event, and pray 
For conſtancy to bear whate'er befalls, Exit. 


$ C WE am 


5 — and METHUR A. 


ü AM EN THE. 

Ves! he did eye me with diſdain! did flee 

As' from a poiſonous thing! 8 

C 3 MET HU RA. 
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Could read the very ſecret of his ſoul. 


ME HU RA. 
| Yet be appeas' hy; 4 
et de, all at length may be repair'd. 

Thy charms, and patience, muſt ſubdue the heart 


Of this obdurate. | 


AMENTHE, 5 
Peace]! O, name him not 


Upon thy duty name him not. The _ 
Strikes daggers i in my ſoul ! 


MET HUR A. 
J own his guilt, 


1 e juſt 10 ſor hate ; but yet methinks 


Something may {till be urg'd in his defence: 

A heart unpractis'd in the ways of love; 

A reverence towards thy ſtation ; perhaps dread 

Leſt thou ſhould'ſt mean to try him, and nx. 
A MEN T HE. 


e 


Vain thought ! each look, each trembling accent, 


 thew'd 


Too well my feeling heart ; and muſt have rous d 


Aught but averſion to a conſe of love. 
Wretch ! thou didſt firſt deceive me, and thou firſt 


Shalt feel my vengeance.—Thy petfidious tongue 


Aſſur'd me of a kind return—thy eyes, 
Yes thou didſt vainly boaſt, thy prying eyes 


O more 


VVVVP ts 


71 
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10 SV Þ H. 4 


O more chan idiot to believe thy boaſt! 
To truſt my' unſullied honour in the hands 
Of one, who baſely meant to make a prey 
Oft her deluded miftreſs! Thy falſe arts 
; Increas'd, inflamed, nay firſt a being gave 
To this deteſted paſſion. Thou didſt paint, 
| Tn every colour fitted to ſeduce 
| The firmeſt mind, his noble ſpirit, his worth, 
His gentleneſs, his honour, Curſed fiend, 
Pluck out this fatal phantom from ws 
| Or dogs ſhall tear thy limbs. 
S ME THURA, 
O woe is me, 
Thus to offend whom I did mean to ſerve ! | 
MENTHE. 
Yes, monſter, thou| haſt ſerv'd me', and ſhalt receive 
Such wages as thy ſervices require. 
METHURA, 
Thou know'ſt I long oppos 'd. 
AMENTHE, 
Long! What haſt hol 
= To plead for not oppoſing to the laſt ? : 
3 Thou hadſt no paſſion: What haſt thou to ne? ? 


8 G. 
Abhorred traitreſs, ſhun my ſight, 
Ne'er blaſt theſe eyes again; 


C4 1 


ons 
Thou, thou haft poiſon'd all . ; 


Go triumph 3 * pain, | 
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| METH U R A. 5 
0! on my knees I do beſeech thee "ROY 
To recolle&, to be again thyſelf. 
Conſider well thy danger. On the brink 
Of a dread precipice thou ſtandeſt. 
AME NT HE. 
9 Wen 
5 Tis By thee conducted, once indeed 
Upon the brink I ſtood. But thy vile hand 
Has ſhov'd me off, has hurl'd me headlong down 
Into this depth of woe. Shame and contempt, 
Contempt from a baſe ſlave is now my lot. 
N ET HU RA. | 
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O were this all! 


AMENTHE. 


What horrors haſt thou more ?— 
| Speak o out the worſt, 1 am prepared. 


METHUR A. 


3 
— . —fx—x—x— 


— — 
— 
— — — 
— vs 
— . 


on 
— X 
— — 20 — 
i GR — — 
tins Foe —— — 
— — 


2 2 
2 
— Tat 
— 9 — 
— 
— — 


Reflect 
That on his honour now thy life depends; 
And from an idiot ſo preciſe, ſo tame, 
So void of feeling for thy heaverlly charms, 
What honour can be hop'd for? I muit own 
I have been much deceiy d. O truſt him not, 
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Believe me, but prevent his fatal tale. 
Be thou th'accuſer. 


AME NT HE. 
Forrid thought! | f 
MET HU RA. 

Vet he 


Or thou muſt fall. 


A MEN T HE. f 
I am already fall'n 


cannot lower be—the loſs of life, 
| What were it but a boon to be deſired? | yy 


 AMENTHE, 


Ah!] but to loſe thy fair repute ; to leave 
A ſtain upon thy babes; perhaps ſtill were ee 


AM ENT HE. 


J underſtand thel. Rack not thus my n 5 


Oo drive me not to madneſs ! 


TS 0 N G. 
Ah me! I ſee them helpleſs, poor, 
Forſaken, beg from door to door, 
Naked on the cold ground they lie; 
J hear them groan they faint—they die. 


| | METHURA, _ 
Forgive my forward zeal, Deepeſt concern 


25 


Vf. 


Forces this from me. Can I ſee unmov'd 
Thy danger ?—Ere thy huſband does return, 
* muſt be,reſoly'd. * 
_ AMENTHE. 

Yes, ſomething muſt 

Tell him my heaxt is broken tell him all 
Tell what e lt. | 
5 N E T HU RA. 
There is but one reſource, 
And that has been bee, 
AM EN + 
Be it then | 

Thou art become my miſtreſs—be it then 
O horrid reſolution! | 


„ MET HUR A, 
13 | Call it juſt, 
Ic vengeance be allow'd, if eilefence,— 


8 E N. . 


MESSENGER, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
. 


— 


MESSENGER, = 

” The minſtrelly appointed to attend, - - W 
And celebrate this feſtival, is now _ . 35 
Prepar'd and waits thy preſence. 
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AMEN THE. 
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AME NT HEK. 

Well I come. | 
[Unnatural mixture! Woe with ſounds of ; joy! 
Guilt with devotion ! But J muſt ſubmit; . 
And let theſe minſtrels mock me with their mirth. 
DAMEN THE and METHURA go out. 


T S.C.E& MBE V. 
| Scene opens and diſcovers AMENTHE, METHURA, 
-- Pres Muſicians, Attendants, &c. about an altar, 


an which inen is burning. 


S O N G. . 
Sirius, riſe, with golden ray 
Riſe. Bring on th' expected day; 
Such as when this glorious plan, 
Stars. and planets firſt began. 


8 8 E N N. VI. 
Enters a Me Haage. 


MESSENGER, 
Lol he appears. His ruddy hue proclaims 
Fertility to /Egypt. 
” PRERST. 
Tune we now 


Our voices to the God who rules the year, „ 
And 


28 0 8 E P H. 


And wheels the planets round his central Fre. 
CHORUS. 

Ofiris, by whoſe vigorous beams 
The ſacred ſoil of Ægypt teems ; 
Whoſe plaſtic vertu firſt gave birth 
Too every living form on earth; 
41 5 Accept theſe offerings at thy ſhrine; 

EE Faint ſhadows of thy light divine, 


SX HE 
A 
SCENE L 


PoTiPHAR, MErRHURA, Attendants. 


E 
Here is thy miſtreſs? Wherefore comes ſhe not 
As ſhe was wont, to welcome my return? 
And meet theſe longing arms? 


MET HURA. : 

T - Her preſent ſtate 

Muſt plead in her defence. 
5 POTIPHAR. 


Has aught befall'n 
Does ſickneſs hinder ? 


METHURA, 
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 METHURA, 

Sickneſs of the mind; 

Frhat worſt of all diſcaſes. 
| POTIPHAR, 

It has long 
rie d me to ſee her with ſuch downcaſt eyes 
Pine without cauſe, and therefore without cure. 
: METHUR As 
Were there indeed no cauſe ! . | 
on. POTIPHAR. 
BS . Doft thou then know 
From whence this melancholy ? Tell it quick, 
And ſhe ſhall be reliev'd, if love has power 
To find a cure, Speak out the cauſe. 
„ ME T HU RA. 


; _ Thoſe words 
Were but at random ſpoke; I cannot think 
One bleſs'd with all the goods which ſhe enjoys, 
Should pine without ſtrong reaſon. 
POTIPHAR» 

- Rack me not, 
Tell what thou knowl for thou doſt me 
EF know. | | | 

| M ET | 

I might offend perhaps. ? Twere better far 

Thou hear it from herſelf. 
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POTIPHAR, * 
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POTIPHAR, 
Fear not. Speak out, 
ME T HU RA. 

1 muſt obey, The man whom thou haſt placed 
Neareſt Ry boſom. | 

| POTIPHAR, 
What of him? 
ME T H u R A. 


* 


e e 


| I dread 
To * ſhocking tale. That favour'd man 
POTIPHA R. | | 
| Who ? Joſeph? 
METHUNA. 
He himſelf boldly proſumed 
To tempt Amenthe's virtue. 
POTIPHNA R. 
Can it be, 
That ſuch a harden'd villain ſhould exiſt! 1 
So loſt to ſenſe of ſhame ! From her own mouth | 
His guilt muſt be confirm'd ere I believe 
Amenthe thall have ample juſtice done, [Ext z 
M E T HU RA. 85 
| Grant bo ye Gods, but firmneſs \—ſhould tho P 
ms,, 11 
Thoſe nauſeous qualms of conſcience now return, | 2. 
I am undone for ever.— Oh the curſe 2 
To ſerve a love- fick baby! I Ex, 
| SCENE 
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SCENE II. 


PoTIPHAR, AMENT HE. 


POTIPHAR, 


The ſtory from Methura. With amaze 


I heard it, and require that thou atteſt. 


AM ENT HE. 


I've had ſuſpicions. Duty bids me tell 


My fair, my injur d ſpouſe, raiſe up thoſe eyes. 
The cauſe of grief ſhall be remov'd. I've heard 


Forgive me when I own, my Lord, that long 


| What I could wiſh for ever might be hid 
From all, but chiefly thee. My falt'ring tongue 


Scarce does its office, when I own that long 


I've had ſuſpicions of this wicked man. 


From hence that gloom which hung upon my mind, 
And made thee often chide. What ſhould I do? 


E Accuſe him without ample proof, perhaps 
By ithout ſufficient reaſon ? Should I bear 


| Unnotic'd his ſtrange conduct? and give room 
For bolder practice? Thoughts like theſe have oft 
bare d my wavering mind. But yeſter night 
| | tremble when I think on 't—ſhew'd too well 


POTIPHAR. 
He tid not offer violence 


AMENTHE. 
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Ah! whereſore do they not impart = 
Some note to read the lurking heart? 


| Falſe villain for thy ſake i ſhall ſuſpe& 

| Henceforth each form of goodneſs. Thou haſt killa 
The ſeeds of faith and kindneſs in my foul, _ | 
. S CE NE - Iv. 
re. E  JosEPH enters. 


Why haſt thou not appear d before? b 


: JOSEPH. 
„ . My Lord, 
did not know of thy return. 
| POTIPHAR _ 2» 
11 5 | Perhaps 5 
Thou didſt not wiſh it. | 
EE. JOSEPH. 


| Can i have a thought 
That ſuits ſo ill my duty ? 
POTIPHAR, 
Once indeed jg 
did not think thou cou *dſt, 
| JOSEPH. 
Thy dubious words 
Startle and confound me. 
WE = POTIPHARs» 


* - 


= 1 0 8 E P H. 


POTIPHAR, 


It ſhould ſeem from hene I - 


Thou wert not quite abandon'd. Yet thy deeds 
Too fully prove it. Know then i have ſeen 
Amenthe. She has told me all. 
J os EP E. 
My Lord! — 
POTIPHAR, 
Yes, villain, ſhe has. told me that thou dared 
Solicit her with love. Ungrateful flave, 
I rais'd thee from the duſt. I gave thee rank 
Above thy fellows, truſted to thy faith — 
My houſe, my fortunes. O what a return 
For theſe kind favors! Could no robbery 
Content thy towering ſpirit but this worſt 
This baſeſt this moſt cruel 
To plunder me at will, to feaſt on ſpoils 
Gain'd by my weakneſs, and amidſt a gang 
Of men like thee laugh at my eaſy faith. 
This thou hadſt power to do. But this it ſeems 


thou hadſt power 


Was not enough. What puniſhment muſt then 


Be due to fuch a wretch ? 


JOSEPH. 


Could i indeed. 
Have dealt fo baſcly, none the laws ordain 


* 
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Had been ſufficient. | 
| POTIPHAR. N 
Duareſt thou chen deny 
A \ fad atteſted by Amenthe's s ſelf? 
| "JOSEPH. 


My fork i muſt deny a charge ſo falſe, 
Whoe'er atteſts it, —Gracious God, who ſeeſt 
The ſecrets of all hearts, and ſoon or late 

Doſt never fail to puniſh guilt, from thee 


I dare to call for vengeance, if my lips 


Pronounce a falſehood. Never from this tongue 
Did word proceed, never wittYn this heart 
Was thought conceiy'd, that tended to defile 
The bed of Potiphar. oe 
r 
If oaths avail'd, 


5 Guilt would be ſure to eſcape, 


7 


JOSEPH, 
Yet innocence 


Muſt uſe them, or betray itſelf. *T'were juſt 


_ 


POTIPHAR, 


Nay, plead no more. Tis but in vain, thy doom 


is fix'd upon conviction. —Thou ſhalt learn 

In priſon, if a wretch like thee can learn, 

To grow more wiſe and humble, fince this houſe 

Has made thee thus forget thyſelf and me, [ Exit. 
Daz SCHAMM 
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36 F- O83 E P H. 
S CENS Iv 
J os EH alone, 


This even exceeds my fears. O dreadful Aroke! 
Impriſon'd, deem'd a villain, of defence 

Cut off by honour—wherefore was i dragg'd 
Forth from that pit ? wherefore not left to die 
As my deluded brethren once decreed ? 

Les, ye had ſav'd me from this worſe diſtreſs, 
Had not your hearts relented. Can that God 
Who drew me thence, who with a pitying eye——= 
What does this vifion mean ? Methinks the gates 
Of heaven are open'd. Bright angelic forms | = 
Seem to deſcend, like what my reverend Sire 4 
Beheld at Bethel. — From their golden wings 
The fragrant breeze ſhook off around me plays, 
And cheers my ſpirits. Hail, propitious gueſts, 
That deign to viſit thus a wretch ſo low. 


38 N . 
ANGELS, 
Joſeph, we come to raiſe thee up. Fe ear not. 
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N by ſecret ways, 
Ways which ſeem to thwart the end, 


Guides 


des 


jJ oo SEP 
Guides man thro' a wondrous maze, 
Brings him where his wiſhes tend. 
Wiſdom then ſhould boldly tread 
Paths where faith and virtue lead, 


True thou haſt loft a powerful friendz but he 


And all the nobles of the land ſhall bow 


In reverence towards thee. Thou henceforth ſhalt 


7 ſerve | „ 
Their Lord ſupreme. Shalt under him preſide 


Ober Ægypt and its provinces. With tears 


Thy brethren ſhall confeſs their guilt. Thy fire 


Shall bleſs thoſe eyes once more, and thou ſhalt fave 
Þ he choſen feed of. Iſrael i in diſtreſs. 


EE oo | > 
Lo! Ifrael's God, 

Whoſe powerful nod! 
Directs the raging ſeas, 
Makes the blind will 

Of man fulfil | 

His juſt and wiſe decrees. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONA, 


Mos ES. x 
JETHRO, Prieſt of Midian. 


Z1PPORAH, + Daughters of Jethro, 
9 1 LC AE, 


81 | 
Attendants. | - A 


: LEESEROETOLFSEROEXSELSER 1 


ers of Zipporah. 


A R G U M EN T. 


* the Prirſt of Midian had ſeven daughters ; 3 and 


hey came, and drew water, and filled the troughs, 
to water their fathers flack—and the ſhepherds came 
and drove them away :, but Moſes flood up and helped 
them, and watered their flick, — And when they 


came to Reuel, their father, he ſaid, How is it that 


ye came ſo ſoon this day © And they ſaid, An 


Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the ſhep- 


herds, and alſo drew water enough for us, and wa- 
tered the Hoch. And he faid unto his daughters, 
And where is he? Why is it that ye have - the 
man ? Call him, that he may eat bread. And 
Miſes was content to dwell with the man and he 
gave Miſes CO his daughter. Exod. li. 
[ —21. 
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MOSES and ZIP PORAH. 
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8 c 1 
Zirokan, Mil cak, and ather Siſters, 


„% % 
T HERE is the youth? 5 
NIL C AH. - . 
le tends the flock hard by. 
ZIPPORA H. 
Come then, fair ſiſters, let us to yon mead 
= Retire, and under ſhade enjoy the breeze. 
Lo! there the ſtately lilly, richly clad, 
Vies with the robes of kings; the fragrant roſe 
 Glows with a virgin bluſh, There let us cull _ 
5 . The 


42 MOSES any ZIPPORAH. 


The choiceſt product of the blooming * year 
To Rk our treſſes. 


S O N G. 
Short-liv'd glories of the meads, 
Let us bind you round our heads. 
Fading, warn us of of doom; 
Shew the date of youthful bloom. 
. CHORUS, 1 
But ah! with the returning year 
Ye with freſh glow again appear; | 

While beauty, when it once decays, 
Ne'er knows, alas ! a ſecond blaze, 
MIL C AH. 

If dreams adviſe aright, and dreams do oft 
Advile aright, the garlands wove this day 
Shall form thy bridal crown. | ; 

ZIPPORA H. 
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5 | Fie, fimple maid, 
Talk not thus wildly. Thou thyſelf doſt no-. 
It cannot be. No ſuitor yet has gain'd 

My reverend fire's conſent. 
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MILCAH,. 
Vet he, tion know'ſt, 
He too has been forewarn' d; and all accords 
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MOSES vp ZIPPORAH, 43 


7 With what my dream ſuggeſts. 
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S O 
I ſaw the ſwain; thy cheek did glow 
While he thy hand with ardor preſt; 
Thy downcaſt eyes, which ſeem'd to throw | 
[* A meaning glance, the flame confeſt. 


Truſt me, ſweet maid, theſe vars ere long 
With joy ſhall hear thy bridal ſong. 


2 1 P PO R A H. 

* Nay, prithee ceaſe; i do beſeech thee, conſe 
| Theſe idle fancies. See, the towering pine 
Extends its waving branches, and preſents 
A refuge from the ſun's too powerful ray : 
Beneath its hoſpitable ſhade let's ſit, 
And viewthoſe ſtreams that from themountain's brow 
| 0 in foaming eddies ruſh ; through beds of ſtone 

; Ki ork with tumultuous roar, and daſh their ſpray 
Y the brouzing goat, that overhead 

: Hangs fearleſs on the nodding ſhrub ; while near 
Hovers around the towering bird of prey, 

And ſeems to float on waves of air. Methinks 

1 long to ſit upon that moſſy bank, 

| And for a while Orgs: the world. 
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And every level green, like this, would tempt 


Then 1 not now, while "” gay ſeaſon ſmiles 


5 There i is a time for all things. Naturefclaims 


44 MOSES any ZIPPORAH. 
Thy mind 


Seems bent on muſing more than it was wont! 
The ſprightly dance was once thy only care, 


MILCAH. 


Thy nimble foot to tread the' harmonious maze; 


$.0- N06, 

Groves, and fields, and meadows, ring 
With the ſongſters of the ſpring; 5 
Liſten to the ſprightly quire, 
They will mirth, will joy inſpire : 
Age may teach to fit and muſe; 
Youth ſhould gayer thoughts infuſe. 


ZIPPORAH. 


A ſhare of our regard. When thus ſhe decks | 
Earth's faireſt, ſweeteſt lap, with hand profuſe, 
She did not mean that man ſhould light her charmz, 
As if beneath his notice. 


5 0 ©. 
. Silent nature oft conveys 
_ Wiſdom to the muſing mind; 


MOSES. AND ZIPPORAH. 45. 
While her beauties ſhe diſplays, 
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| Every paſſion grows rehn'd, 
CHORUS, M 
| She the wings of fancy prunes, 15 
And the j jarring world attunes. 
e MIT .. 1 
es?“ Hark whence that tumult! did not a ftrange noiſe 4 
T1 Strike on my er! Li 
- ZIPPORAH. 5 
There did! I heard the flock Lf 
i Bleating, as if diſturb'd ! 5 ſeem to fly 1 
1 In wild confuſion 55 
= MILCAH. 
N Ha ! i hear the voice ; 
Of 5 outcry From the mountain's top 
Some robbers are deſcended |—Gracious Heay' n, 
Where ſhall we fly What refuge can be found 
In this lone defart !- 
ZIPPORAHM, 
* All ſeems calm again. 
iS T was but, perhaps, a falſe alarm. | 
MIL C AH. 
Ahl no: 
The 70 is lain—the youth | is ſurely lain !— 
{ heard his voice diſtinctly cry for help. — 
The kanne are maſters of the flock, : 
/ hie And . 


46 MOSES awv ZIPPORAN. | 
And will ere long be ours. —Haſte—let us fly— 
By fli 1285 alone we can eſcape their hands. 


8 0 N 0 
Trembling limbs do not betray— 
Bear, oh! bear me ſafe away— 
Lo] he comes—his ſavage air 
Blaſts my eyeſight - breathes def] pair. 


Enter Mos Es. Lan 
. : e To 
| > MOSES. ' 5 

Stop, faireſt maidens. F ly not thus; but turn, 1 
F ___ view in me no fo g 5 
| ZIPPORAH. LE 
Me do ſubmit _ i 8 
| To thy ſuperior force, We yield the flock, | 82 
As thine dy right of conqueſt ; but implore | OY 
| Thy mercy towards our feeble ſex. | 0 
MOSES, = Gon 
1 Your flock 4 ahh 
Is ſafe ; and for yourſelves, thoſe charms divine f h 
Muſt prove a ſure defence, Kind heaven beſtow'd, | T 

When it beſtow'd them, the ſecureſt ſhield 

Gainſt all but brutal violence. pi, 


$ONG 


1 


MOSES ap ZIPPORAHN. 47 
88 


| Ruffians have been known to feel; 
Known to drop the murdering ſteel, ; 
While with wonder and amaze 
They rever'd bright beauty's rays. 
Beauty's empire was deſign'd 

To ſubdue the favage mind. 


Ye miſtake, 

am not what ye think. H tis allow'd 
To boaſt, and eaſe at once your anxious minds, 
am content to boaſt, that this right hand L 
Deliver'd you and yours. Ve heard no doubt 
The cry, and this alarmed yo. From yon hills 
A gang of robbers, by their ſavage looks 2 
Such they appear'd, and dreſs, ruſh 'd on the flock, 
The youth who tended fled, and cried aloud 
Fer help. I heard, i flew with utmoſt ſpeed 
Jo reſcue, and ſucceſs has crown'd th'attempt, - | 

Happy” in protecting i innocence from force; \ 
From lawleſs, ſavage force. Yet happier ſtill, 
lu guarding beauty join'd with innocence. 
duch is my boaſt. _ 
0 ! how ſhall gratitude 
Find words to pay ſuch ſervice ? 
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48 MOSES ayp ZIPPORAH 


N G. 

For deeds like this the laurel wreath 

Was form'd to grace the conqueror's brow ; 

05 Heroes do ne'er the fword unſneat, 
When juſtice does not urge the blow. 

CHORUS. 
Theſe are the triumphs of the truly great; 
On theſe immortal praiſe and glory wait. 


M OS E 95 5 

It! is too much, fair maidens, ye o Yerpay 
When ye acknowledge thus. | 
21 --- 
Nay ſomething more 
Is due for ſuch a deed. We have a ſire j 
He lives not far from hence. Permit us then, 
Kind ſtranger, to conduct thee to his houſe, 
Where thou wilt be receiv'd, as does become 

A gueſt of thy deſert, and ſuch a hoſt. | 
M OSE s. 
Sweet nd, ſo fair an offer leaves no choice | 
To one in my condition. {lh his race | 
I read thy noble fire, and cannot doubt | 
To find in him, what i moit need, a friend, 
And kind protector. Gracious God, thou oft 
Haſt led me by the hand thro* various ſcenes 


Of] 


2 


nf 


* 


_ MOSES AND ) ZIPPORAH. 49 


| Of N from my childhood to this day, 
And now perchance haſt pointed out a place 
| Of refuge, and wilt turn my woes to Joy. 


$ ON G. 


| Let not innocence repine, 

By affliction's waves oppreſt; 

Storms ſhall at the nod divine 

Sink again at once to reſt. | 

CHORUS. A 

For lo ! all power is his 

In heav'n, earth, and abyſs ; 
- All things do but fulfil 

His _ and migen will. 


3 


been 


"0 S MM 
$ CEN L 


Mosks, JeTHRo, Z1PPORAH, MiLCaAH, &c. 


JETHRO. os | 
IND ſtranger, thou art welcome. Of thy 


worth 


Inform'd by theſe, whom thy heroic hand 


D Preſerved 


| Know then, that in the righteous ſteps of Noah 


— tt ing eto nan 


* 


50 MOSES AND ZIPPORAH. 


Preſerved i in peril, with a feeling heart 

I greet thy coming: Thou mayꝰſt juſtly claim 

Whate'er a fond and tender parent owes 

For ſuch a benefit. Nor this alone 

Inclines me, but thy noble preſence adds 

A freſh and powerful motive to confer _ 
Each token of efteem and deep regard.. 

; MOSES. 

"iT he . of doing what my duty bade 

Is all that i can claim, all i can wh. 


| | But 
„ 6 h t 
Thoſe garlands, which the good beſtow, ; 
ohine with the brighteſt glow ; 
Excite the heart to worthy deeds, ns | Th 
Excel all other meeds, — ) TO 
| —_ | Th 
JETHRO. 1 


Of this ſome fitter time we'll talk at large. — 
The hour of ſacrifice does: now draw on, 
Which daily we perform. Tis in thy choice 
Or to partake, or not, as ſuits thy will. 


We tread, as by our holy fathers taught 
From age to age. 


SONG. 


MOSES av ZIPPORAH. 51 
8 OO NM 
Man, by fraud or folly driven, 
Dares to quit the laws of Heav'n; 
We, inſtructed from his throne, 
"Thoſe obey, and thoſe alone; 
On Jehovah fix our eyes, 
And all other Gods deſpiſe. | 
MOS Es. 
| No other law i i know - 
1 But what chow followeſt, and with; joy ſhall join 
In thy religious rites, | 
1 | JETHRO. | | 
| | Enough. Bid then 
| Th' attendants enter. Zipporah, do thou 
| In chorus with thy ſiſters join, and * 
N Thankſgiving for deliverance. 


CHORUS 


Thy works, Jehovah, day by day. 
Call for our praiſes without end; 
Lo! we the ſilent call obey, 
Look down then, and thy bleſſing 1 ond. 
SO No MT 
Accept theſe breathings of the heart, 
| 5 That warm with ſenſe of mercy flow; 
„ When 
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52 MOSES p ZIPPORAH. 


When thy right hand did aid impart, 
| And ſav'd us from the dreadful foe, © 


CH OK MS 
Accept, great Source of Power, 
Theſe breathings of the heart; z 

And in the dangerous hour 
For or ever aid impart, 1 
JETHRO. 
Stranger, permit me to indulge a wiſh, 
And deem me not too curious, when I aſk * 


Thy country's name, thy ſtory”, and what kind n 


| EY ſo it > er to me) has led thee here. 
F: M 
5 Thy wiſh ſhall be obey'd, as is moſt rel, 


Though it does ſting my heart with ſharpeſt pans - 


To own i have no country. That dear name 


Slaves have no right to. O! the miſery 
TO live i in dan 35 | 


= Þ 


5 O W 


Happineſs can only grow 


Where fair Freedom does „ 


Slaves no taſte of joy e' er know, 
Victims of caprice and pride. 
While ſuch ſcenes before me riſe, 
Tears o'erflow theſe mournful eyes. 


2 


Thor, | 


MOSES xD ZIPPORAH, 53 


1 Thou, no doubt, haſt heard 
N 0 Iſrael's bondage i in a foreign land. : 
| From thence thy ſervant ſprung, «+ * 
JETHRO, 
Fame kv not t fail'd 
To bring us tidings of that holy race, 
And partly of their ſufferings. But proceed. 
— MGS SSM 
| Lone time they flouriſh'd under Egypt D kings, 
And wax'd exceeding mighty, like the ſands 
Upon the ſhore for number ; till at length 
State-jealouſy prevail'd, and urg'd our foes 
To deal with us moſt cruelly. They plac'd 
Oppreſſive maſters over us. They made 
Our lives moſt bitter, and bow'd down our necks 
With every ſervile work. Yet ſtill we grew 
Beneath oppreſſion. This increas'd the fears 
Of jealous Pharaoh. By one cruel ſtroke, 
Worthy of ſuch a monſter, he eſſayed 
To cut off all our future hopes, and ſtrength ; . 
The midwives were enjoin 'd to ay. each male 
Of Abraham's race. 
JETHRO, | 
O! moſt inhuman wretch! 


E 3 _- CHORUS. 
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54 MOSES aw ZIPPORAH. 

„ G 306 
Deteſted dragon of the Nile! 

Whom blood of infants doth defile; 


For know, dire vengeance 18 decreed, 


ES; 


Thou ſay ft, the midwives were enn d to ſlayx 


Each male of Abraham's race, = Tot Pharaoh' s law, f 


What Was the iſſue ? 4 
MOSES, 
I myſelf here ſand | 


* 


” proof, that God defeated a deſign 
So ſtain'd with blackeſt guilt. But *twere too long 


And needleſs, to relate each circumſtance 


Attending on my birth, and ſtrange eſcape . 
In earlieſt infancy. 


= - ZIPPORAH, 
Nay, tell the whole, 
And grudge us not that pleaſure. Thou doſt know, 


If thou know'ſt aught of woman, that our ſex 


Feels no delight more ſtrong, than from a tale; 


But chiefly 01 Sanger and diſtreſs. 
z 7 O N 


Weak woman's heart delights to know 
The pangs, that from compaſſion flow; 


The earth ſhal Crom thy ſtench be freed ; 


————Bů Bo — 


e 


le 


MOSES AND ZIPPORAH. 45. 


The melting tear bene her eye, 
Her tender breaſt the heaving ſigh. 

While thus we feel for others' grief, 

We give at once and gain relief. 


MOSES. — 
It ill would ſuit my duty, faireſt maid, 


| Not to comply with every wiſh, that ſprings 
Within thy mind. Know then, that full three months 


My tender mother hid me from the ſearch _ 
Of Pharaoh's ruffians ; but, when all reſource. 


Of ſafety now was loſt, ſhe form'd an ark 
Oft ruſhes, wrought with curious ſkill ; therein 
She plac'd her darling babe, and on _ brink © 


Of Nile ſhe laid me. 


s ON G. 


Weeping, upon the brink i lay, 
To ravenous birds and beaſts a prey; 
Find Heaven with pity view'd my ſtate, 
And ſnatch'd me from pending fate. 
Pharaoh's daughter chanc'd | 
To paſs that way; compaſſion touch'd her Remus 
And to her female train ſhe gave command 


To draw me forth. Thence with a mother's care 


> | dhe 
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36 MOSES p ZIPPORAH- 


She watch'd my childhood, nor omitted aught 


[1 Needful for body” or mind; and from my fate 
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E She nam'd me Moſes. Providence thus fav'd 
Thy ſervant from deſtruction ; for what end 


Heaven only knows ; but ſomething prompts me on, | Of 
Something within does tell me i was born In 
* To free the race of Ife. ; | 3 TI 

| JETHRO. „ 18 

| Strong impulſe ” 8 

Implies ſtrong powers; for he who gives th' impulſe Pr 

Gives 1 it for ſome great purpoſe, „ Ai 

MOSES. 2 As 
Let that be | 


. As Heav'n decrees : but one day, as i ſpy'd 


An Iſraelite inhumanly oppreſt 55 ET 
By an Mgyptian villain, in I ruſh'd; _ = M 
I ſlew⸗ th' oppreſſor, and for ſaſety fled. FN 
. JETHRO, Wo 
B Here thou haſt found it ; and, if ſuch thy will, . 
Nee thou ſhalt fix thy e zz 
'D. 0 N . 5 | FA 
Wherefore has bounteous Heaven beſtow'd _ + 
On e. its ſervant, all this good ? | 5 B 
Mountains, that numerous flocks afford, 
Rich paſtures, that with herds are ſtor'd ! 5 5 
5 But 


MOSES axp ZIPPORAH. 57 


But that it meant by me to bleſs 
Neglected virtue in diftreſs. 


| : 1 have head 
Of thee, and of thy noble ſpirit, before. 
In viſions i have ſeen thee, have been warn d 
That thou wouldſt come, and wer't by Providence 
Ordain'd to be my ſon.—Conſider then 
Behold theſe maidens, whom thy valorous arm 
Protected from the ruffians. Make a choice | 
Amongſt them all, and ſhe is thihe, with dower 
As ample as my means admit. 
MOSES, 

| Kind hoſt, 
| Thy goodneſs overwhelms me, and the choice 
Might well confound, amongſt ſo many fair: 
But this demands the preference ; with her firſt 
I held ſweet converſe ; from her lovely eyes 
Firſt felt the ſoft impreſſion. 
JETHRO. 
Zipporah, 
Attend thy father's words If in thy heart 
Thou feeleſt no reluctance, in this youth 
Behold thy future huſband. 

ZIPPORAH, 
From the time 
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58 MOSES axy ZIPPORAH. 


That reaſon dawn” d within my mind, P have known 
No wall but thine. 


; s O N . 


Duty bids me, choice does lead, 
To fulfil thy ſage decrees ; 

Youth, that does with wiſdom tread, 
Treads the paths of life with eaſe. 


JETHRO. 

Moſes, behold thy bride. 
To-morrow ſhall compleat thy wiſh. Mean while, 

Thou, Zipporah, prepare whate'er is fit 

For ſuch a day; and let thy! lifters | join 
Their friendly „„ 
| MILCAH,. 

Thy will ſhall be obey'd, 


c u O R U s. 


Ere Aurora ſtreaks the eaſt, : 
We'll prepare the bridal feaſt ; 
Voice, with harp and dance combin'd, 
Shall to joy EN my mind, 


ACT 


a 2 
FF one il Se ee 


oo F 
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K 
| Mr LCA H, Ju f the MY and: linda 


ILS AH. A 

WAKE, ariſe, behold the morning ſtar | 
Grows dim. Aurora, o'er yon eaſtern hill, 
Spreads out her ſaffron robe. The bridegroom waits, 
Fair Zipporah, and will chide thy tardy ſteps. 
Come forth, and with the glow of beauty bleſs 
His longing eyes, array'd in gay attire, - 

And ſhining with full luſtre. See prepar dd 
The garland form'd of every, choiceſt flower 


That decks the gaudy field. 


9 


8S O N 8 


5 Haſte, fair virgin, haſte away, 
Left the bridegroom chide thy ſtay ; - 
Lo! the woodbine, and the roſe, 
Long to kiſs thy lovely brows. 
Gums, and woods of odorous grain, 
Waſte for thee their ſweets in vain, 
CHORUS, OB 
Lo! our hands have rais'd the bower, 
Deck'd it for the nuptial hour; » | 

T Haſte 


3 


60 MOSES Ap ZIPPORAH. 


_ Haſte then, virgin, haſte away, - 5 
Left the bridegroom chide thy ſta x. L 


| = W 
Enter ZippoRAH, with other Siſters. 
21 rOR AH. 
With bling heart, lo! i obey thy call. 
MIL o AE. 
Does thy heart tremble at a ſcene of joy? 
ZIPPORAH. | 
It ſeems indeed a ſcene of joy to thoſe, 
Who view it at a diſtance ; ; but when near 
It bears a : ſolemn face. | - 
M I C AH. f v 
| Yet might i judge . V 
By every tender look I ſaw thee glance 
Upon the youth, thy heart Was not averſe 


From this concluſion. * 
2 POR AH. A 

1 I muſt own indeed, 

Thou didſt not jodge amiſs. His noble air, P. 

His gentleneſs, his courage ſtole my heart 1 | 


At our firſt interview. His moving tale 
Help'd to compleat the victory. But ſtill 
The ſerious mind will ſhudder, when it thinks 


On ſuch an ac, as now impends. For life !— 
| O! what 


MOSES AND ZIPPORAH: by 


0! | what a dreadful thought | One at this FED. 
Will fix my fate for life! and who can tell 
What that may prove ts. 


S Q I Gs. 
Fond Jove does in our youthful prime, 
A veil o'er every blemiſn caſt, 
But the rough hand of ſearching Time 
Neeer ſuffers the deceit to laſt. | 
When thoughts like theſe invade the breaſt, 
What harbour can be found 155 reſt ? 


5 


All thoughtleſs as thou ſeem , 
When the dread hour approaches, thou ſhalt feel 


What I now feel. e 
MIL CAE. 


| Nay, ſpoil not thus our mirth 
IN ith vain ſurmiſes. Fear is now too late, 
And ſhould have then prevail'd/ when thy” Pony 


tongue 
Pronounc'd conſent. But ſee the bridegroom comes 


To drive this gloom away. 


C H OR 8. 
Bchold he comes with eager pace, 
Like the ſwift roe to thy embrace! 


His 
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His raven locks ſweet odors ſhed, | Is v 
And play in ringlets round his head. 5 
128 F Th. 

Enter Mon e Etc; 


MOSES. 
My fair, my 6 
Lift up thoſe eyes that with the morning ſtar 
May vie for brightneſs. Make thy Moſes bleſt 
With heart ; as well as hand. 
ZIPPORAN. | 
My Lord, this hand 

Goes not hae with my heart. Twere facrilege, - 
Or worſe, to rob thee of that chiefeſt right. 
| Yet, O! exciſe a virgin's fears, which time 
| And thy tried worth will diſſipate. 
| "Woke. 

| | If love, 
If gratitude avails, thou art ſecure. | 


8 N G. 
Lend, my fair one, lend no ear, 
Yield not to ſuch falſe alarms; 
Yet methinks thy very fear 
Adds freſh _— to thoſe charms, 


| Enter JET HRO. 
Good morn, my Lord; thy ſanction now alone 


[s 


MOSES . AND ZIPPORAH. 63 


ls wanting to 3 this happy day. 
JETHRO. . 
That candtion thou deſireſt ſhall be given. 
ls all prepared f ? . 
a 
All as thou didſt enjoin. 

Aficr the Marriage-Ceremony is over, follows 
DUET. oskEs and ZIPPORAH. 

By the bonds of law divine, \ | 
By the tender ties of love, 

Hands and hearts we freely join; 

Kind and faithful we will prove. 
Love and duty bind us faſt; 

May the ſacred union laſt ! 

- CHORUS _ 

Love and duty bind you faſt; 

May the ſacred union laſt! 


IT 
Zod of our fathers, whoſe all- potent wil! 
Did call forth this fair ſcene of things; whoſe breath, 
Pregnant with life, did from the ſhapeleſs duſt 
Our two firſt parents raiſe; whoſe pure decree 
Did bind them in firm union, with command 
Jo increaſe and multiply—to Thee, great God, 


it my hands —ſend down upon this pair 
Thy 


64 MOSES AND ZIPPORAH. 
| Thy Ghoiceſt bleflings ! [ fant} their hearts 


To pure affection ! grant that hate and ſtrife = - ö 
Ne'er interrupt their peace! and O! if ſuch D. 
Thy gracious will to bleſs- them with inqreaſe, Ti 

May all their thoughts be bent to form a race MM Tc 

Wevoted to Sy wile and holy laws I! 

A 

* it as thou haſt ſaid! May Heaven confirm 

| r pious wiſhes * . p<: 4 


c H 0 K 1 s. 
Let thy will the flat give, 
Gracious God, to this our prayer! 
: May they long and happy live ; 


: Patterns for each human pair! © 
MOSES. 
Jethro, may Heaven return to thee tenfold 
[= „The favour thou haſt now conferr'd on me l = 
Fair Zipporah, poſſeſſing thee, i gain As 
More than i loſt; yca, more chan i could loſe FF Fo 
In quitting Agypts Thou haſt brought in dower W tor 
With beauty freedom. Thou haſt made me know MW | <& 
What *tis to have a home, a place of reſt, W 
Not ſubject to a maſter s will. « = 
[20 8 . | EIS D, 
1 55 | © ZIPPORAH. | 


— 


MOSES, AND ZIPPORAH, 5 


ZIPPORAH, 
1 5 35 My Lord, 
Duty, regard, ad intereſt, all combine 
To lead me the right way; and i ſhall ftrive 
| To make that home moſt pleaſing, and relieve: 
Thy rural labours. 


8 MW 0. | 
Whilt the flocks at noon-tide reſt, 
ll prepare the ſavoury feaſt; 
Choiceſt berries ſhall afford 

Grateful draughts to cheer thy board : 

When thy locks with evening dew, 
Dropping loſe their gloſſy hue, 

bn Gums ſhall ſhed their ſweet” perfume, 

And thy locks their grace reſume. 


JETHRO. 

Daughter, thaw haſt ſpoke 
As well becomes thy ſex; but know that he \ 
For higher ſcenes was born than thou doſt dream. 
Forlo! the Angel of the Lord appears : 

I fee his form diſtinct: Lo! he appears | 

In flames of fire on Horeb's neighbouring top, 
And beckons Moſes ; who, with feet unſhod, 
Draws near with reverence towards the holy place, 


F SONG: 


* 


Ss | 66 MOSES awy Z I PORAH. 
= | [| 8.0 WM 
' „ Hark ! hark! a voice i hear; 
T- Iᷓ̃t ſooths and fills the ear. 
[ Its founds are full of grace, 
| Io liraePs mournful race. 
| 11 
= | T4: Of grace to Iſrael; but of woe to thee, _ 
| 1 : | Deluded AÆgypt. Rivers flow with blood; 
; 1] The fields are ſtrew'd with carcaſes; ; the ſea 
' Swallows up horſes, men, and warlike cars. 
$:0 N06 
| Jehovah nods, and lo! 
3 The waters ceaſe to flow ; _ 
= Upright in heaps they ſtand ; 
They hear his high command, 
HM # Upon the neighbouring plain in march appears 
; ; A numerous multitude : Before them goes 


A pillarof a cloud. My eyes, my ears, 
5 Enough have feaſted. Lo! the viſion ends 
3 | Myſterious, yet with hope and faith ful! a 


And truſt | in | thee, Jehovah. 
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H. 


1 CHORUS, 
All things depend on thy decrees, 


— 
2 
4 — 
ORF 
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Which far ſurpaſs the views of man; 
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Hallelujah! 
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BATHSHEBA. 
idee eg dg ae aa na aaa poo, 


S 
> iy % 


DRAM AT IS PERSONA ff » 


| J 0 N A DAB his Nephew. 


NaTHAN, 


=— jj  jjBaTHSHEB A. 
Meſſenger from Jo AB. 
BATHSHEBA“Ss Maid. 


f Ifraelites, Men and Women. 


I D1viD ad BATHSHEBA. 


| AtSSSESESSHLS20202 22224628 


a cn. 


SCENE I. The Palace. 
DAVID and Iſraelites. 


1 H ES + 
ARISE, O Lord, as in the days of yore, 
A uengthen our arm againſt our foes and thine! 
Leet the proud Ammonite exult no more . 
O let them feel the weight of wrath divine! 


our 

1 DAVID. 

Well, ye may go. (To the Iſraelites.) 

No news from Rabbah, Jonadab ? | . 
„„ „ Jon 
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72 DAVID p BATHSHE BA 


oN APD AB. 

EE My Lord, 
None * Uriah went. 5 
DAVID. 

5 5 J wonder much. 
- Whence this delay ! [ To an unuſual length _ 
I his ſieve draws-out | the country round ſubdued, 
And their beſt troops defeated ! Joab's arm 
In former times us'd not to linger thus.— 
1 When laweſt thou Bathſheba ? 
| JONADAB, | 
My Lord, but now 


I parted from her, 
„ - DAVID. 
Does the ſeem more calm f 
„ Ion Ap „ 
As Bp i find no change, She ſtill laments 
Her loft condition ; every art 1 tried 
To comfort her, but all in vain. 
| DAVID. 
—— | I too 
Have ſooth'd, have argued, flatter'd, and reprov'd: 
But to no purpoſe ; ; ſhe perſiſts in grief. | 
JONADAB. 
This is the frame of woman : all the force 
Of reaſon acts, but like a breath of air. J 
. | | Oppos'd 3 


DAVID. AND BATHSHE BA. 73 


Opp d againſt their paſſions. 
DAVI 55 

Give not o'er 
Thy efforts. Thou, if any man, can'ſt eaſe | 
Her anxious mind. None better knows than thou : 
The ſecret mazes of a woman's heart. 


4 


JONADAB, 

| T hy ſervant ſhall obey. But time, my Lord, 
s what i truſt to. That perhaps may work 
The wiſh'd-for cure ere __ 


8 ON 6. 
| Thus the female mind is made, 
Nor long ſtormy, nor ſerene. 
Not unlike the chequer'd ſhade, 
| Spots of light with'gloom between: 
Quick ſucceeding hopes and fears, 
Shine in ſmiles, or — in tears. 

4 DAVID. ” 
Yet do thy utmoſt; for it pains me much 
To find her thus dejected and diſtreſt. 

Go, let her know i'll come. [Exit JoxADpAR. 


e II. 


She well may claim 
"= | 


74 DAVID AND BATHSHEBA, 


© 


| This duty at my 3 ; from me alone 
Her miſery ariſes. She withſtood _ 
Long time with reſolution, all that love, 
That tenderneſs could urge, and gave at laſt 
But forc'd conſent. O could i eaſe her woe 
O could i quell her tears II wonder much 
No news is come from Rabbah ! Joab ſure 
Would not neglect an order ſo preciſe, | 
So ſtrongly urg'd, much leſs forget to ſend. 
Notice when executed. On this death, 

And not on time my happineſs depends. 


a 
Since death alone can cure her grief, 
Alone can eaſe her troubled heart, 
May i for her procure relief, 
And bear myſelf the guilty part ES 
[Exit D AVI o. 


S CEN E III. BATHSHEBA' O Apartment 
Barnsnz va and . 5 
B AT Hs H E B A. 


Oh no . hates, he loaths me; ceaſe to vill 
| Hy mind with ſuch deluſions. Z 
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DAVID A BATHSHEBA. 75. 


SONG. nE MAID, 
Vain fears diſtract thy mind, 
Thy buſband ſtill is kind; 
He dar'd not truſt thy charms 
Amidſt the din of arms, 
His abſence did but ſerve to prove 
How much he knew the force of love. 
No _ CHORUS, 
= ſoldier's life 
Is full of ſtrife; 
To thoughts of tenderneſs he muſt not yield, 
| Love chills the veins, 
: Love checks the reins, 
When duty calls the warrior to the field. 


| BATHSHEBA. 
Le may retire. 3 


8: c E N E IV. 
DAVID „ 
\ 


DAVID. 
How fares my Bathſheba ? 3 


BAT HSH E BA. 
As one, my Lord, in whom ſome inward wound 


Rankles incurable. | : 
/,) 
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bY DAVID aw BATHSHEBA. 


DAV 1 D. 
. O change that ſtile 
It miſbecomes thee. Faireſt Bathſheba, 


Such features were not made to moan: Thoſe eyes 

Were not deſign'd for weeping, Let them ſhine 
Wich all that luſtre, which kind nature meant, 
And make beholders happy. 


> ON 
When on thy face, 
With heavenly grace, 
The ſmile enchanting plays, 
Not Sharon's roſe | 
80 ſweetly glows, 

. Or darts ſuch vivid rays, 
Thy lips exceed 
The ſcarlet thread : 
Thy dovelike eyes 
The heart ſurprize, 


| Reſume thy native beauty then, nor let 
Thy clouded face unſeemly diſcord keep 
With all thoſe wonderous charms of ſhape and limbs, 


Which ſtruck ne with amazement, when i firſt 
Beheld thee from the terraſs. 


f arne A. 


DAVID ax BATHSHEBA. 77 


PATHSHEBA, 7 
Good my Lord, 
Touch not on that, i do beſeech. There lies 
The ſource of all my wretchedneſs. That hour 
Undid me. But for that i had remain'd 
Moft happy in Uriah's love; obſcure 
Tis true, unknown, unnotic'd by a king, 
So great and glorious ; but had ſpent my days 
In! Innocence, the ſource of bliſs. | 
"DA V 1585 7 
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My fair, 
Nought ſhall be wanting „that can give thee joy; 
And, ſince thy heart de bent on him, he too 
Shall ſhare with thee all that a king can grant 
To a firſt favorite. He ſhall be advanc' Q 
To wealth, to fame, to glory. 


8 Th 
Power ſhall draw her dazzling veil 
O'er this ſcene, which makes thee weep ; 
Thou ſhalt change thy mournful tale, | 
Jealouſy ſhall learn to ſleep. 


BATHSHEBA, 
All is vain; 


Thy power, my Lord, is vain; thou ſaw'it thy ſelf 
: What 


- - _— — — — —— — 
N > 


23 DAVID axv BATHSHEBA. | 


What bare ſuſpicion wrought | in him; thou know ſt 
Ile ſhunn'd me as a viper. When return d, 
After long abſence, did he not refuſe 


To enter his own doors? Did he not paſs 


In widowhood his nights ? not all the warmth 0 
That mirth and wine inſpire, not thy advice, 
Could tempt him to behold me, O, my Lord, - 
! dread the conſequence | | | 1 
| DAY 1 D. f Ma 
My love, 23 not; : 3 
1 will protest thee. 
| BATHSHEBA. "TG 
Can thy power, alas ! 35 
protect me againſt conſcience ? . 
5 1 D. | 
Reaſond can; 1 5 
Reaſon can ſhew that conſcience milinforn'd. I 8 
MAT HS HE BA. ; = = 
Words might deceive it for a while, perhaps; $ 65 
But recollection, but ſtill more his hight, . 
Would break the charm. | 7 80 
„ * 5 
Art, alas! may ſooth the ear, T, 


For a time may lull the pain; | 


But 


- DAVID - AND BAT HSHE BA. 7 


; But the . that 3 tear, 
' Soon, though clos'd, will burſt again. 
=_ Heaven decrees, that health of mind 

} Never ſhall * N be join d. 


Da To. 
But is it ea 

Thou e'er ſhalt ſee him more! ? The chance of War 
May eaſe thee of theſe fears. : 
BATHSHEBA. 

O what a chance ! 1 

F orbear ſuch ſounds, my Lord; i am not yet, 

Thank Heaven, to every power of feeling loſt— 

turn on every ſide, but find no eaſe. | 

DAVID. . 

On one thou haſt not, which may bring relief. 

Uriah would not ſee thee ; this alarms, 

This terrifies thy ſoul. Who knows, but he 

From well-judg'd delicacy might abſtain ? 

Grant that he knew my love, and knew beſides 

All that has paſs'd ; perhaps he might but mean, 

Such prudence have I found in him, to leave 

An undiſputed title to the child. 

This might be all, or better {till perhaps, 

To yield thee up for ever to theſe arms. 
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= || DAVID ax» BATHSHEBA, 
„ 


Love, mighty Love, attempts in vain 

To hold the' ambitious in his chain; 

At once, with rough unfeeling hand, 
They break through every tender band. 3 
Ambition can thy power diſarm, - 
And render feeble every dm. 


i - 


| BATHSHE.B A. 
Ah! no. His fondneſs is too great. 
| : 1 DN 5 
. „ * | 
Ori miſtake, or his ambition far - 2 
Exceeds his tenderneſs. Think then of hin, - „o 
And try to calm thy mind. Excuſe my haſte; Ot 
Buſineſs requires my preſence; ſoon again ; oy 
I mean to ſee thee, and ſhall hope to find 1 
Thy heart more eaſy. 2: | Exit. 
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BATHSHEBA alone. 


* 


I ne'er may ſee hm: more, ws ſaid. Tis true 

That is ſome comfort yet how dare i ſpeak 
This guilty truth? The very conſciouſneſs 
. . 1 Does 
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Does ſtartle and confound me; but for one 
So plung'd in wickedneſs, no hopes remain, 
But what ariſe from guilt. 


= 2 88 
Then oh ! fad hopes, adieu? 
Oh! leave me to my pains 
Ye cheat with outward ſhew, 
And but augment my ftain. 
Tiis better to deſpair, - 
Than thus be eas'd of care. 


4 This is the late, 

The read tate, of thoſe, who from the paths 
Of vertue ſtray ! who break the laws of God 
And liſten to mp 


8 | S E N E VI. 
Enter Maids. 


M A I D. 
Madam, we grieve to ſee what theſe ſad tears 
Too well declare. Can nothing dry that ſource, 
Which flows unceaſing :? | 
nA. 


Nought, alas! on earth ;_ 
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82 Davin AND BATHSHEBA, 


For n me all comfort” s loſt. 
| M No 
Turn then to heaven 
Thy much afflicted heart; there comfort dwells, 
And thence deſcends to all, who ſeek it right. 


T 
When ts the Lord we cry in woe, 
When humbly at his feet we bow, 

The very vale of death, _ 
| Grows cheerful at his breath, 


And ſtreams of combent never Fail to flow. = 


See 


SCENE L 
DAVID and JON A DAB. 
JON A DAB. 
E 8, ſurely ſomething leſs; but ſtill i found 
Her mind intent on gloomy e 
5 1 9 5 N 
| My K Lotd, 


A \ meſſenger from Joab is arrived. 
| DAYID, 


No 


PC 41 foal We er I I SOT 
3 3 — 1 


15 
DAVID AND BATHSHEBA, 83 


DAVID. 


Bid him come in ; i long to hear his tale. 
This ſiege hangs heavy on my mind What news ? 


1 y 


Thus Joah bids me tell my Lord the King :— 

The men of Ammon did i ly part prevail 

Againſt our army. From the city gates 

They made a deſperate fally. We oppos'd, | 
And to the walls perſued them. Thence they ſhot 


1n ſhowers their arrows on thy ſervants heads, 


And ſome of them are fall'n. 
DAVID. 


5 SM grieves me much 


To hear this r news; but! is the number great? 


MESSENGER. 
Not creat, 0 King ! and in the Lord we truſt 


This loſs will not be felt. 


8 N 6G: 
For what, alas! is human power, 
Which he vouchſafes not to maintain! 
Unleſs the Lord defends the tower, 
The watchman waketh but in vain. 
CHORUS 
God alone the battle guides, 
He o'er victory preſides ; _ | 8 
a Migh- 


— ' p 1 7: AO 
2, _ I — hs . — IP „ 8 2 2 D ? 4 2 — 1 — — ** r = N 2 — 

—_= — REES LOGON lion > em 7 IF . Rr e — . 2 * 2 n 5 Ponngy”” I ee ne noe 0 7 21 —.— ES, 4 — 2 — 
* 0 N — > mes e . = oe re, r Dr = —. [Ee — . — r 7 2 vp > nag — . 8 85 — * 8 
. an ve Se RL CRE TIS = : + 3 3 . O18 2 — 3 WED - g EO — 8 — nr ps T 8 5 * 
n AL arts . 5 I 2 * * ; bo ” . y 8 4 = * « — — * — — — — — 


22 —— — 
ow ; LD LITRE CIs 
— * 3 22 
_ * N 
5 8 8 —— 
— — $5 ies ai ay 4 — < 
"oy — : ** _—— 
——— 


ä 
1 
1 E 
IIS 
WP 
N 1991 4 
e's; bf 
20900 
+80 
4 oy 
I: 
n 595 
+23 ir 
av 7 
11 
at 
in 
7 2 
Iz 
"M0 
wy Cn 
© b | 
3,30 
70 S : 
© EE 
ö 2 1 N. = 
© FSR 
'{ 
a wn 
4 P = 
; % 
1 Fad 
by 1: = 
oF 4”; 
CH; wo 
Rs 7 
49 3 
41 1 
1 
mas DL 
Ut 
4 NR 7 
ei, 
Ns, : 
"FT MY 
| 363006 
| IF 
T IN : 
* 
n 
+: Lb 
223 
4 by © ifs | 
p 6 
. 
$20: 
1 
30 
B 
Le, 
1 * 
147 90 . 
4+ 12] 
En 
to, Rs 
Le 
of 
Ts 
6k 
By 4 
9 
135 * 1 
3 Ry 
9 
71 
1 
1. 
3 
* 
* 2 
+ 1 
Log * 
R 
. 
F 
HIER 
7 "IS 
4 
18 
12999 
* 1 ll. 
F. 
2 
4 U 
3-08: 4 
2; nt 
Ie; 
N 
„ 
- +96 
BP © 
"6 
91 
89 
1 
Rl 
570 
£ 
oY 
1 
wet 
2 
1 
+ 4 
Has 
5 
75 
L +0) 
* * . 
BE +1 
4 "72 
* 19 
L 4 
4a 71 
_ ; 
* 1 
FT: 
5 15 
1 J 
is 2% 
| a5: . 
N F 
4-517 
Eu 
2 
= 
7 | 
1 4 14 
ME 
1 * 7 
* — 
- 
* 22 
1 
% T 
. 
l 
. 
* 
N 1 
1 
2 
4 * 
1 
a 
. 8 1 
Bu 1 74 a 
WT * 
1 
9 
1+ 
"2008 þ 
PF. 19 
js ax 
„ 
8 1 [4 ” 
LU - 
115 
36H 
1 
1 7 
; My 
e: 
N 
th. 
2 N 
no | 
> 7 
x. A i% 
ws HY + 
2F 3 © 
= 
1 
$14 
34 e 
' 8 
po 
REN 
1 * 
*. 
wk 
N 
1 
* 
. 
9 
"3 0 
„ 
7 f 
4.2; * 
K : 
WA 
2 0 
9 ſl 
kj 
"WY 
We 
$45 
9 
by 


— — — 2 Do — == \ - 
_ — = _ — — — —— 22 - TT E * — N— — = \ =, = _ 
— — —— —— — = = - 4 \ 0 eee 2 — — e > _ 5 © — 5 
=== <4 WT 2 — —_ — EYES. "0 AS. C5 a . 7: 2s = 2 — 8 AF 
ers EIT 0 — S yz "= * — OM — = Sc . . . | 
- . S at EE rar va 2 F ag 1 == zu = _— 82 ? . l — 1 — 2 N 
8 a 5 - = > i ..- joe — & - 
2 5 2657 2 1 — & > - % N R k n A A 
a} wala — ä * * - — — 8 * JESS 2 a q - - 
* — * — — * . 4 5 2 8 —_ 
— ns * 8 ES = — . 
> £ — - 


The chance of war. 


9% DAVID Av BATHSHEBA. 


Mightieſt armies turn and fly, 
When he looks with wrathful eye. 


3 


DAVID. 


Are any of the captains loſt ? 


(MESSENGER, 
4 . 
One only of that rank. Uriah's ſlain; 


He led the party that oppos'd the foe: 


And Joab chiefly mourns that loſs ; but hopes 
My Lord the King will not impute t to Hum 5 


15 A V I D. 
This loſs is truly great; 
But let it not diſhearten him. The ſword 


Devoureth all alike; no man is ſafe 


From accidents of war. Let him inforce 
Henceforth his battle, and neglect no means 


To take this town that wears ur patience out. 


All preſent, heed my words. Let Bathſheba 
Know nothing of her loſs. 


[Exeunt all but Da vip and JonaDap, 


"SCENE. 


bs Wy 


DA D ap BATHSHEBA. 85 


5 © ENTS 


JonaDAB and DAVID. 


D A VID. 

Thou, Jonadab, mult be the meſſenger 

To break this news to her: and with addreſs 

Let it be done, and caution ; left the whole 

Utter" d at once ſhould too much ſhake her frame. 
JONADA B 


My ra the King ſhall be obey'd. 1 fee 


Some proſpect of ſucceſs with her. This thorn | 


Once taken out, (for *twas a thorn no doubt, 


To one in her condition) all will heal, 


When the firſt pangs are over, 


8 0 . 
The racking ſtate of hopes and fears, 
No conſolation can appeaſe; 
But the worſt known, one flood of tears 
Clears all, and leaves the mind at eaſe. 
The tempeſt thus, when at its height, 
Unloads the ſky, and makes it bright, 
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| Well, I truſt 
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Not Rabbah taken, not the Ammonites, * 
All to a man cut off, could give me joy 


Cl 


86 DAVID aww BATHSHEBA, 


Thy known dexterity. Go, and ſucceed, 


. Joxanmh. 


S 8 RN E. III. 
DAVID, 
Succeed, and wipe thoſe tears away, which ſthin 


The lovelieſt. eyes that ever bleſs'd the world. 
[ They, like the dawning light, i truſt, will ſoon 


Shed their ſoft influence on me, and diſperſe 

The gloom, thaylong has robb'd me of my peace— 
Thus Joab ſerves his king with faithful zeal, 

And David ſhall reward him. Men like him 


Deſerve all honour from a prudent King. 


Like what my heart now glows with. All my „ 
My withes are compleat. 


8. 0-N 
How i long to bind her brow, 
With each coſtly.pearl and gem; 
Humbly at her feet to throw 
"This much-envied diadem! 


This a luſtre will receive, 


From her eyes, it cannot give. [Exit David, 
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DAVID axp BATHSHEBA. 


$ C N 
BAT HS HE R A and Maids. 


4 


BATHESHED A. 
knen; from Rabbah, doſt thou 852 


M AID, 
| Thus i i. was told. 


B AT HS HE BA. 


Heard'ſt thou not what he brought ? 


| MAI p. 
No, not a word. 
EAT HS HE B A. 
3 - In what ſtate did he ſeem ? 
Checrful or ſad? . 
| "MALE on, 
Madam, i could not learn. 
„ BA 
Thou didſt not try perhaps. Thou didſt not aſk, 
Elſe thou hadſt known. Thy curiofity 
Is never wanting, when ſome trifle comes 


ABA thy giddy eyes. Go, and enquire. 2 
1. MaiD, 


Ga d 
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To me's denied, For can i free this heart 


5g DAVID AND BATHSHEBA. 


S Cn NE v. 


E AT HSH E R A. 


| Perhaps the town is gain'd— Uriah fafe 


Returns in triumph. What i is then my ſtate ? 
Can i ev'n doubt, when every Iſraelite 
Will ſtretch his hands to heaven, and praiſe the 
t - 
That. wr us victory Vet ſhall i join? 


Vet can i? for i then muſt ſee that face 


Which more than death i dread. O miſery 


od ex preſſion 1 


S O N N 
t Have pity, God, relieve my pain; 
Reſtore thoſe happy hours again, 
When with fond heart and eager pace, | 
I flew to meet my Lord's embrace. 
Ah no, it ne'er can be: 
»Twixt happineſs and me 
My crimes a bar haye * d. 
That never can be paſs'd. 


E'en penitence, the laſt reſource of guilt, 


From 


Frol 


Exa 


WI 


No 


DAVID avp BATHSHEBA. 8g 
From its new tyrant | ? Yet repentance claims, . 
Exacts this ſacrifice. 


8 CO M0 Gn 
Towards Sion hill in vain i turn my eyes, 
I find no comfort there; : 
| Sinai's dread lightenings ſeem to fill the ſkies = 
Its thunders ſtrike my ear. + 


ACE 


Marr enters. 


What news do'ſt bring ? 
8 AID. 
| | Madam, i ive ſought in vain, 
None knows a rittle, . 4 
BATHSHEBA. 
+ Ges: Thou may'ft retire, 


s e * VII. 


JO NADA BE enters. 
) 
O! here comes one that does perhaps. My Lord, : 
| hear a meſſenger is juſt arriv'd | | 
From Rabbah ; pleaſe to tell me what he bi 
JoxA PAB. 
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1 90 DAVID ax» BATHSHEBA, 


gagony Þ 


= 4 : 85 JON AD AB. 5 
| 1-1 Not what we wiſl'd and. hop'd. Thro' eagerneſs 
= | Our troops Rave had ſome loſs. 
BAT Hs HE RA. 
. How fare the chiefs ? 
CT JON AD AB. | 
All ſafe but one. By an unlucky chance 
An arrow pierc'd his heart, as to the walls 
He drew too near, = 
| BATHS H E BA. HH Old 
| Which of them, good my Lord? 3 Com 
I tremble V Lo 
JON AHAB. n 
What i heard | = i 
Was but a mere report; 1 did not ſee . FJ O1 
The meſſenger myſelf—] cannot ſay _ 5 | Has 
But would ſuppoſe the worſt in ſuch a caſe, Ne 
Had i a near and boſom friend concern'd, , An. 
} B AT HS HE 85 
That worlt is true—thou know'ft it—he 1s dead! . 
Alas! Uriah's dead! O fatal ſtro ke! ke 
Perhaps he wantonly expos d his life Of 
To ſhun diſgrace ! ah me ! i was the cauſe, 
Th' accurſed cauſe of his untimely death! 
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DAVID AND BATHSHEBA, 91 : 


5 8 O N G. 
Hark, i hear his ſpirit cry, 
Guilty wretch, by thee i die; 
From thy hand the fatal dart 
Pierc'd my ſad, my broken heart. 
Hide me, darkneſs, from his ſight, 
Wrap me in cternal night! 


„ IG a DAB. | 
ies be pleas 'd to recolle& ; theſe thoughts 
Come but from fancy Are not all expos'd 
To death, who enter battle? Think of this 
and be appeas'd ; remember he was brave. 
| BATHSHEBA, 

O i ſhall weep for ever—he is dead! 
Hes left me without pardon ! had he liv'd, 
Repentance might have moy'd him—he was kind 
And tender hearted. _ 
0 JONADAB. 
In his lateſt hours 
He did forgive thee with indulgence ſpoke 
Of thy tranſgreſſion, and 
BATHSHEBA, 

D . O name it not- 
His kindneſs adds 1 O what a wretch 
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92 D AV ID axp BATH SHEBA; 


To injure one o good! but] is it ſure 
He did indeed forgive me ? 
— Jon apa. 
"Tis molt re, 
"WM this ſhould eaſe thy mind. Come, tis the lot 


Of man, and thou ſhould'ſt ſtruggle to ret 
What c cannot be redreſs d. 


$0 Nm Tz 
Short is the date, alas ! of human breath, 


And various are the paths that lead to death. 


Then happy he, who thoſe of glory treads, 
And bravely for the public welfare bleeds. 
”  -BATHSHEBMA 
Thy words, 1 own, are juſt ; but ah ! theſe pangs 
Ceaſe not by counſel, It were well indeed 


If it were ß an nature will prevail. 


JONADAB, 
Thy, Fier requires lde I retire. 


PII ſend thy maids to attend thee. en Joxapay, 


8 E N 


BAT HS HE BA. 


Be calm, tumultuous thoughts: nor rack my ſoul 


Thus with contending paſſions; conſcious guilt, 


Hopes, 1 8 love — But hark! 0 hear them come. 
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3 
* 


S Q E mm 
Enter Maids. 8 


BAT HSHER A. 
0 my | Uriab's dead! All joy from me 
ls fed for ever! . Ts 25 55 


8 0 - 

Pale, and cold, outſtretch'd he lies, 
Mantled now in ſable ſhroud ; 
Clos'd for ever are thoſe eyes, 

Which with youthful ardour glow'd, 

Death, O! leave me not alone; 
Strike, and for this blow atone !- 


. 
Madam; we ſhare thy orief, and 8 too . | 
How great thy loſs. But Heaven muſt be obey' d. 


H 6 
To i whoſe hand guides all events, 
Duty and reaſon bid us yield; 
Spears, arrows, ſwords, are inſtruments, 
Which He Ry tho' man may wield. 
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DAVID and BATHSHEBA, 
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3 DAVID. 
Mine 


AS W 


ATOT oo, i hope, my faireſt ; widowhood 


| Would miſbecomethee; ſuch a waſte of charms 7 ] 


2 
cd 


Would ill be with thy duty reconcil'd. 
Thou waſt not made for that. 8 
| BATHSHEBA-. 
Fu | Yet that. my Lord, 
That is the leaft ſuch guilt as mine requires. 
8 -N0. 
Midſt thofe ſad and lonely feats, 
Where the ſolemn bird retreats, 
Where the ruler of the day 
Never darts his cheerful ray, 
Where the feet of man ne'er tread, 
Sin ſhould hide its. hateful head. 
Where all around, | 
No pleaſing found, 
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DAVID AND BATHSHEBA. 95 


Throughout the 100 year, 
Delights the liſtening ear. 


DAVID. 
They beſt atonement make, who ſhrink not back 
From what their ſtate demands, 
5 BATHSHEBA, | 
My Lord well 1 


Mine nothing claims, but ſuch domeſtic cares, 
As vel Ou with widowhood. 
„ 5 „„ 
The ſtate of man is what he's call'd to. Nor waſt 
thou 


Deſign'd by nature to that narrow bes 


mp birth allotted thee. Thou couldſt aſſiſt, 
I 4nd therefore ſhouldſt partake a monarch's cares, 
JVot lend thy aid to' increaſe them. What are crowns, 


ynen the heart pines with anguiſh ? A mere toy, 


A tedious bauble, that deludes the ſight | 
J 0! thoſe, who wear it not, but 8 zalls the brow . 
Of him who does. 


8 0 N G. 
Glory, empire, pomp, give way; 
What is all your empty ſhow ? 


* 


Trueſt 


# 


g6 DAVID axy BATHSHEBA. 


Trueſt bliſs From beauty” 8 ray, #7 
Raptures from her kindneſs —_— 97 
By thoſe ſocial joys alone HH 
Monarchs can their cares remove; 5 
Friendſhip comes not near the throne, a 
But in n company with love. 
BATHSHEBA, MY B 
"Excuſe, my Lord, a-feeble mind, that ſhrinks MY 7 
Beneath ſuch thoughts of glory. Ini its health, 
In all its vigor, it had found itſelf 
Unequal to ſuch weight. What then muſt prove | 
Its preſent ſtate 0 'erwheln'd with grief like mine? . 
dar NN . 
Thy grief becomes thee ; but thy noble foul —_ 5 ; 
Will find a time for comfort. Think, my a 45 
That on thy choice the fate of David reſts. 
. BATHSHEBA, 
Permit thy ſervant to retire awhile, 
And yield to nature's feelings. 
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DAVID AND BATHSHEBA. 97 


Rat forbid not in diſtreſs; 3 
When ſhe commands to dry, 
To raiſe the drooping eye, 

Her laws ſhould be obey'd ng. leſs. 


DAVID. 
Fair Bathſheba, ſince ſuch thy will, retire : 
But think thy David ſhares in all thy pangs ; 
Think this, and 4 wa reaſon t to prevail. 


8 80 E N E II. SE RVANT enters. 


- 


& ES . 
5 | SERVANT. 

= Nathan, attends, my Lord. 
: DAVID. 
He has leave to come. 


s c E N E II. 
DA VID alone. 


He brings ſome prophecy, perhaps, that tells 
J The fate of Rabbah and the Ammohites. Ol 
O may it be what ie e , 
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98 DAVID AND BATHSHEBA. 


8, EN 
Enter N ATH AN, and other Prophets. 


NATHAN. 

. me to approach my Lord the King 
About a private buſineſs, that concerns 
| Juſtice and equity. 

"ATI. | 

Speak freely out; 

Thou know'ſt it is my duty to give ear 
Whene'er my ſubjects ſuffer. 


NATHAN, . 8 


= This affair 
Is for its object ſmall, but for its form 
And circumſtance moſt ſerious. 


s O N 6. 


I come not, David, to thy chrone 
A trivial damage to redreſs ; 
But to chaſtiſe a wickedneſs, 
That aſſues from a — ſtone. 


"-DPAYID. 
| Apology 3 is needleſs ; tell thy tale. 
"NATHAN. 


One of this neighbourhood, in flocks and herds 
— Exceeding 
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Exceeding rich, of late receiv'd a gueſt. 

Hard by lives a poor man, that had one lamb, 

One only, which he rear'd with tendereſt care, 
Companion of his children. It did eat | 

Of his own meat, of his own cup did drink, 

And in his boſom lay. The wealthy man 

Spar'd his own flocks and herds, and took by force 
This poor man's lamb, and flew it for his gueſt. 


| DA VI 
Can there then a wretch be _ 
With a ſoul ſo vile and baſe ? — 
When the heart becomes unſound,  . 
0 how low is human race! 
0 wretch ! let him be brought before me ſtrait. 
The man, whoe'er he be, that did this deed, 
Shall "_—_ die. 
NATHAN. 1 
| Thou art the man. Thus ſaith 
The God of Iſrael : I anointed thee 
King of my people; I deliver'd thee 
Out of the hands of Saul ; to thee I gave 
Thy maſter's wives and houſes. Wherefore then 
Haſt thou deſpis? d the law of God, and done - 
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160 DAVID 4 AND BATHSHEBA. 


This evil in his ſight ? Why haſt thou Main 
Uriah by the ſword, and took his wife 
By force to be thy concubine ? For this miſdeed 
The ſword ſhall never from thy houſe depart, 
Thus faith the God of Iſrael ; I will raiſe 
Evil from thine own houſe ; will take thy wives 
Before thy very eyes, and give them up 

Into thy neighbours hands. In ſecret thou 
Haſt done this act; but I will do this ching 
Before all Ifrae], and before the ſun. 


8 0 


Self- deceiving man in vain 

Hides bis crimes in deepeſt night; 
He, whoſe eyes no bars reſtrain, 
Sees, and on them darts his light. 

enn Fe 
| Startled, rous'd at once from fleep, 
Sin beholds the dreadful brink ; 
Looks with horror o'er the ſteep ; 
From deſtruction ftrives to 9 
DAVID. 

I've Con d againſt the Lord: Have mercy, . 

After thy boundleſs goodneſs put away 

My” offence, and cleanſe me from this ſecret fin; 


4 


A 


From 
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From this blood-guiltineſs, that ſtains my ſoul. 
In ſin i was conceiv'd ; but thou canſt cleanſe, 
And make me white as ſnow, Have mercy then ; ; 
Caſt me not from thee; comfort me again: 
o ſhall i inſtruct the wicked in thy ways, 
And they ſhall be converted; oper thou 
My lips, and they again ſhall fing thy praiſe. 
If ſacrifice avail'd, thy altar ſoon _ 
Should flow with blood ; but thou delighteſt not 
In blood of goats or lambs; a contrite heart, 
A troubled ſpirit, is what thou demand'ſt. 
0 God, remember David; thou by him 
I 1 Haſt promis'd bleſſings to Jeruſalem, 


S 0 —ð 
Turn then, O Lord, thy pitying eyes 
With favour upon Sion hill; 
O liſten to thy ſervant's cries, 
And thy kind promiſes, fulfil: 
So ſhall thy worſhip Mill prevail, 
And David's feed ſhall never fail, 


N AT H AN. 1 + 
The Lord hath heard, and done away Fay fin ; 
Thou ſhalt not die. Howbeit, for this miſdeed, 


3 | The 
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e child, which ſhe mall bear thee, ak; not live 


Yet thus the word of prophecy foretels ; 


By her the rod of Jeſſe ſhall prevail. 


8 0 N „G. 
As a File tree, by elfe hand 
Cheriſh'd, and rais'd on fertile land, 
Lifts high its lofty head, 
And, as its branches ſpread, 
Gives ſhade, and reſt, 
70 bird, and beaſt: 
80 ſhall the rod of Jeſſe riſe, 
And mix its branches with the ſkies, 
2 5 „ 
. DAVID, 
. Unto . 
O 1 i.cry'd, ol thou haſt rais'd me up; 


The pains of death got hold on me, but thou L 
Haſt pluck'd me from the grave; thy wrath endures 3 
But for a moment; thou haſt girded me | 3 
With gladneſs, and to triumph turn'd my woe. 


My eyes behold the promis'd ſeed; O Lord, 


Thou ſhalt grant him thy righteouſneſs, and he 


Shall judge the people juſtly. Every hill, 


And every valley, ſhall rejoice in him; 
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And ſound his praiſe, whoſe powerful hand alone 
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The oppreſſor mall be cruſh'd, the poor ſhall lift 


His head in ſafety; like diſtilling dews, 


Like trickling ſhowers upon the tender herb, 
He ſhall come down; while ſun and moon endure, 


Plenty and peace ſhall reign ; from ſea to ſea 
His wide dominion ſhall be ſpread ; the kings 


Of Tarſhiſh and the Iſles ſhall offer gifts. 


* 
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Yea : at bis footſtool every king 
On earth ſhall bend, and offerings bring ; : 
He Lord ſupreme ſhall be confeſt ; 
In him all nations ſhall be bleſt. 
Glory, O Lord my God, is thine, 
And boundleſs reg. = power divine. 


DAVID. 


Calli in the e Nathan; let the Court f 


And Bathſheba attend ; for ſhe muſt join; 


She too mult lift her hands and heart to Heaven. 


[NaTHAN exit, 7 
The lute, the harp, the cymbal, dulcimer, 
And every inſtrument of ſtring, or wind, 
in concert with the voice muſt now be mix'd, 


Can bind or looſen, e can deſtroy or ſave. 
Ns SGENE 
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SCENE THE LAST. 


BATHSHEBA, Joxapas, NarTHax, Sc. enter. 


A | | * 
OudYine are pardoned, Bathſheba ; the Led = 
Declares it by his Prophet. Wipe thoſe tears £1 $0 
From off thy cheeks ; the preſent time demands = 
Joy and thankſgiving. 
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Source of Grace, to thee we fly; 
From thy mercy-ſeat look down : : 
- © © If thou trieſt with rigid eye, ; 
N can ſtand before thy throne ? 
4 + , CHORUS | 
Pureſt men, and angels bright, 
Loſe all luſtre in thy ſight: 
Thou for ever doſt endure, 
Thou alone juſt, holy, pure. 
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4.” 
CR EON, King of Corinth. 


MDA. 


3 Governor 55 Jason? $ Chit 


dren, by MDA. 0 
er, Chief Maid to . 


ian Men and Women 5 accompanied 4 
Mx pz a into Greece. 7 


Prieſts, Prieſteſſes, and Attendants. - 


1. 


S CEN E Corinth, in the Palace. 
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SCHNE 
M I. E, A Colchian Men and Momen. 
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| 5 * . 5 
WE IT here awhile, my friends—ſhe* 8 uſt 
| ' retir'd 5 
Far from this buſy ſcene, and ſeeks repoſe. | 
O may ſhe find it !—But i fear, alas ! 1 
She ne'er will taſte that balm of life again, 5 
O had that fatal veſſel never plough'd _ + 
The briny wave | O that it ne'er had paſs d ö 
Thoſe rocks, which ſeem by nature 8 ſelf deſign” d 
To bar all 3 ! 
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Ah! wherefore did he ſcape your ſhocks | 

Why clos'd ye not, ye joſtling VOCs, 

When Argo ventur'd thro” ? 
Why was he not in pieces torn, 

That robber for deſtruction born, 72 
I © + ou And all th' accurſed crew? N 5 | Ho! 
| Ma 
lts 
of 
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Fatal, fatal * | 
When frſt ſhe ſaw that vile, deceitful ms. 
That cruel Jaſon ! Every tye broke thro! 
Of nature, and of duty, every oath 
| Vow'd at the altar, Creon's daughter now 
Poſſeſſes all his ſenſes ; and this day | 
Conſents to make him happy; while forlorn, 
Deſpis'd, bow'd down with grief, o 'erwhelm' d with 
tears, | 
Medea lits,* rejects all weld aid ; 
All nouriſhment; all comfort; ſilent ſits, 
And motionleſs, unleſs perchance a ſigh | 
Burſts from her troubled breaſt, and ſhakes her frame; 5 4 
Or ſudden fury urges her to ra 5 
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0 what a change How quick are fled F1 
The fleeting hours, fince round her bed I 
4 | | We 


KR PPP 
be R WY by Dea Os ve 


EE 


EI 
38s 
2 
. 
8 
Ia 
B85 
£ 
* 5 
* 
1 
5 
* 


\Ss © 


. 


2 1 We hs! d, and} join'd the bridal quire, 
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"The horrid thought | but een her childrens lives 
1 Seem ſcarcely to be ſafe. 8 


ä 


L Cait of ? abandon'd ina foreign land 


M E 1 ' A. -- 1 


While Orpheus touch'd the enchanting lyre. | 
Long we preſag'd thoſe joys would laſt ; 
But like a dream they now are paſt. 3 

I; 5 O i dread 

How this may end ! Her fierce, undaunted wad 

ay tempt her to unſheath the ſword, and plunge 

[ts point in her own heart; or in the heart 

Of him ſhe now deteſts.—Avert, great Jove, 
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PHIL E T A 5, and foregoing. 


| PHILETAS. | 
How Faris Medea ? 


* 1 | 
As ſhe wont; but whence 
This ſadneſs in your looks, that mark N ? 
Has aught befall'n ? 
PHILETAS 


Can there want cauſe for woe 
ln this ſad ſtate ? 1 not Medea loſt ? 
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110 MEDE A 


: Amidft her foes ? 

K OI. E. 
Too true, alas ! but this | 
Has long been known, There muſt be other cauſe. 
BY PHILETAS. x 
1 ant dread to tell. Alas ſhe knows 


As yet perhaps but half her ON :  ---Y ; 


$ DN G. 
It is at length decreed, 
| Medea's heart muſt bleed 
At every wounded pore z 
In every nerve, in every vein, | 
She feels already torturing pain; 
But ſtill muſt ſuffer more. 


1 That 


N Wha 


EAGLE. 
What can be more? 
PHILETAS. 
© Hear then, It is ale 'd 
To baniſh ner this day. 
OLE. 
| | RK whe, whither now 
For refuge ſhall we ly? ß; , 
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CHORUS. 
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= bit t Jaſon ſhould deſert her thus ! 


bear her groan—She ſeems to come this way. 


= 


4 4 * * pe 9 * 1 ” W As 5 7 2 N tne 2 N 2 2 N ELD WE 85 — r 1 5 * £ 

" 4 = at ae hd at ve! NE LID OY POETS Es q 2 N N 4 . - C75 23 N n e „ Long x *.> 5 * 
n e 5 5 3 ene ALESIS RT : ALD IE SE CE es PR ant, 7 5 8822 bo * 0 T : 3 . . we ON LI) / et S 
8 PE e e e eee x: : 8 C RS en ne dr N Ra Ma EG In re EC nin neat Met n FFF ETON DEL, TO, e e 

IL 9 r D . Y OP 2 8 = DONS i WEST © wry e Feeney 5 8 e VE BATES Re SeSY - 22 e . . F r 5 N c 
J I a TRIED oe 2 Are OZ ae DE RD LE och 12 ER FETs OI ey Gogh e ad bac REI hes WS d ode Bn El UE Ent A DTT 
5 a yg | : 2 * N R ae * bf * ; * w 5 as I 5 2 x Ks * 5. 7 8 F -— 
N 8 1 WH : x 3 E JO RE OP TOS A ITE Te RT" OBESE, OL A FS TOO ARNIE > SN 
F #7 Oe RI EE DEN n 1 e 1 


6 : What dan paſſion may produce! | 


1 let us retire, Thou, /Egle, try to ſooth 
er reſtleſs mind Prepare it for the blow 
1 lapending o'er her head, 


| 7 dare not hint at this ſevere decree ; : 

he lioneſs, when robb'd of all her young, 
Would be leſs terrible to meet She comes 
Jill wait, and watch my time, but out of ſight. 
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FF 
Muſt we then tempt the boiſterous wave | | 
Once more, and find perhaps a grave? 5 7 
Dr on ſome ſavage coaſt, 
After long wandring toſt, 
Be doom'd to ſuffer all the pains 
Of tyranny, of ſcorn, of chains. 


a 


But Cong it cannot be 


PHIL ET As. 
Who knows 


„ 
Methinks 


HIL ET AS. . El * 


1 ad to ſee her, | 


SCENE ji 8 


112 NM E DE 


S GE N-E II. 
Mx DEA. 


* EDE 5 
O woe, woe, woe! Is this then human life ?— 
Is t is the gift, ye Gods, for which we ſtand 
5 This the ſcene we dread to quit, 
Where a few ſtraggling ſtreams of joy break in 
Only to make our woe more deeply felt! 
Ah! wherefore, doating mother, did{t thou rear * 
Was there no dagger ?—Weak, unhappy ex! 
No poiſon to ſecure me from thoſe ills 
That ever wait on woman . 
/ Ys 
| 86 OF N 6 
How friendly is the lenient hand of death, 
That ſtops at once our miſeries and breath 


But ſtill more friendly, when on our firſt cries, 


It cloſes up our infant eyes. 


„But other work calls for it firſt—That wretch | 
Muft not be left to triumph. 

O Jaſon | O accurſed wretch ! O 1 
With all Poe kindred, fink, ok down to > hell— 
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Yet this firm hand can do the deed—lIt muſt— _ *., 


An 
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3 let lightening ſtrike you Let it in one blaze 
bee us together —O it ſiezes now— 
7 Already | it poſſeſſes every vein, 


And ſcorches _ nerve—[ burn—1 die. 


. 
Fond woman Let me ſtab this heart - 
On ſhame to act ſo weak a part 
Ungrateful ſex But. not alone- 
Ves, tis decreed thou too malt moan. 


___ _ He ſoon fhall prove 
The effects of OR love. 


% 
p 3 ä 5 


1 0 Cle O my, father Le, ah ! Why, 
Diddl i forſake, betray you for a wretch 
= The moſt abandon'd I- 


. if 


$. CE WE IC 

. = 6. +: 
- | Mighty Thes: look 4 
lend thy aſſiſtance; eaſe her troubled 1 5 
And give her comfort. 


* SCENE 


8 C r N 


Jason with Attendants, and LE, 
55 JASON. 
Where 1s | this frantic woman ? Call her forth. 
A GIL E. 
M . i do beſeech you at this time 
To ſpare her weakneſs, —Waſted out with orief 
She needs . 
- RS 0 N. | * 
Why i too need repoſe, 
And fo do others. — Therefore am i come. 


I muſt hold converſe with her. Had ſhe learn'd 


To be more humble, and forbear her threats, 
This trouble had been ſpar'd to her and me. 
Go, tell her to N 


3 O N G. 
Bid her learn the gentler arts, 
Such as ſooth and enn hearts: 
Softneſs i is fair woman's dower ; 
That alone can glve her power. 
She who lays that charm aſide, 
Falls a victim to her pride. 
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Yes, ſhe mall be remov'd, a Carinth then 
Shall Ting with harmony. 


TSS 
I heres 


IH 
8 
Wo; 
CY 
. 
* * 
. 
8 

Ret: 7 


M E D E A 18 


1 ſhall ſoon return, 


lud hope to meet her in a gentler mood 
2 | Than ſhe has ſhewn of late, 


KOI E. | 
My Lord, i go. [ Goes off. 


a - 


JASON. 


0 al prepar'd to celebrate the feaſt, 
And holy rites of marriage ? 


ATTENDANT. 
All, my Lord, 
ks you diredted: Look propitious down, 


: : 


le Gods, who favor love, and bleſs this day, 


G _- 
The fiend that late has broke our peace, 


Hall like the victim's gall be caſt aſide; | on 


No longer ſhall her ſavage pride 


Cauſe min and Joy throne . to ceaſe. 
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Hymen's voice ſhall ſtrike each ſhore, K 
Mix his ſounds with murmuring ſeas; | ick 
He ſhall halcyon days reſtore, 2 
Every tumult ſhall appeaſe. FT 4 
The flute and lyre, 7 deep 
Shall mirth inſp ire; 
Full waves of harmony ſhall float around, 
And Glauca's name enliven every ſound. _ 
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MED E A alone. 


| M E D EA. 
E calm, tumultuous heart, or lie conceal'd = 
Beneath the veil of ſoothing looks and words, 
While i i for once But hark! : 1 hear his ſtep. To 


 JasoN enters. 
s G N N 
Obedient to thy call, lo! i am come. 


Wt for thy frenzy milder. The dire threats 
5 y tace fo raſhly utter'd, have alarm'd 

3 Creon and all his court; and thou henceforth 
; Muft baniſh'd be from Corinth. 


ich mind prepar d. 


M E UD - 117 
II 8 
I hope 1 


M E D E A. 
Ves, lade i am come 


B Yoni 'd to hear my doom. 


JASON. 
That doom had been 


MEDE Ac ; 
Diſmal doom! 


|: there no room for mercy ? Think, O think 
Phat i have born for thee! O ſpeak one word 


in favor of her, whom once you lov'd. Scorn not 


bbe cry of miſery. 


DUE T. 
Think, O Jaſon, think that ſhe, ” 
Who now ſues on bended knee, 

| Pity once to thee did ſhow, 
Friendleſs then like me and low. 
Think of this and grateful e 


Pity her you cannot love. | 
EI, | Jason. ( 


118 M. EN E -& . 
TT: DUVET. a. 
Hope not thus thy ends to pain, 
Riſe, Medea—'tis in vain, 
Vain are all thy prayers and cries, 
Riſe, unhappy woman, riſe. ' 
Think what drew on thee this fate; 
Own 'twas envy, pride, and hate. 


* . 


MEDEA, 
| Forgive 
That frenzy which exceſs of paſſion wrought; 
Paſſion for thee—thou know'ſt it Did i not 
For thee betray my father? Did i not 
O horror but to think of for thy ſake 
Deſtroy my brother ? and for thee did ſtain 
The hands of Pelias' daughters with the blood 
Of their own father? Every crime, which now 
Pollutes my ſoul, moſt Rrongly: Vw to AY 
Fe or by indulgence. 2 
JAs OE. 
4 indeed muſt grant 
T was paſſion that ſeduc'd thy* unruly mind; 
Wild paſſion, which thou now miſcalleſt love. 
| Love is of gentler nature, and excites 
tw |_| fo honor, faith, and vertue. It abhors _, 
Such deeds as thine. 
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When all was gloom, when all was lite 
And man ſcarce felt the joys of life, 
Love came, and breathing heavenly flame, 
Gave order to this beauteous frame. 
Hence ſacred vertue roſe. The ſavage mind 
Grew ſofter, and the paſſions more refin'd. 
Mp rA. 
Jaſon ſhould then have preach'd 
This doctrine, when on Colchos' ſhore he ſtood. 
PFriendleſs, and unaſſiſted. I might then | 
Perhaps have liſten'd, But this doctrine then 
For thee was out of ſeaſon. Thou didſt prompt, 
Didſt urge me on to crimes—O give me back 
My innocence; or ſince that cannot be, 
Let me at leaft ſhare the rewards of guilt. 
. las of. | 
= Thy haughty ſpirit has ruin'd all my aims; 
lſe thou hadſt ſtill been happy. For my ſake 
I The king had favour'd thee, But that's now paſt, | 
And thou mult inſtantly depart from hence. 
Yet, ſuch his goodneſs, he conſents to? indulge 
A father” $ 8 and lets thy children ſtay. 
M ERS 
Robb'd of my children too! What robb'd of all! . 
5 FS Friends, 


A 


_ M E D FE A 


Friends parents, country, huſband - children 


too! 1 


S RN 

Jaſon looks with ſcorn and hate !— 

. Creon drives me from his ſtate !— 
Pelias, butcher'd by this hand, 
Frights me from Theſſalia's land!— 
Can i bear to caſt mine eye, 

On thoſe rocks defil'd with gore a 
O my brother—ſhall i fly — 

Dare i, to the Colchian ſhore 
Dare i brave a father's rage 
Hope a mother to aſſwage! 


1 . Obtain at leaſt 
One day of reſpite. Let me ſtay one day. 
Drive me not unprepar'd away to roam 

A beggar and an exile—Give me time— 

O giye me time to take my laſt farewell 


Of my dear children Think what *tis to part 


For ever from the ſight of thoſe we love! 

JASON. 
ri try my power with Creon. 

MEDE A. 

Forget not too 


To 
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| To urge my ſuit with Glauca. She perhaps | 


Þ May. feel compaſſion, Tell her, as a mark 
Of my regard, i mean to ſend that robe 
Of richeſt texture, which in happier days, 


b 3 Alas ! with'pride 1 wore ; the bridal gift 


Of Phoebus, my great fire, Bid her be kind 


I Z To thoſe i leave. 


TASTE _ 15 | 
Thy will ſhall be Fans T- Þ 

| Att wants ſhall be ſupplied ere you depart. 
| Farewell—be happy—learn to be diſcrete ; 
And let me never lee thee more. [ Goes out, 

MEDEA. - 
Ee b 
Once more, i hope to take my laſt farewell, 
And thank thee for thy kindneſs. Be diſcrete— 
do he advis' d—Why, i i have been diſcrete— - 
Have i not tamely born thy infolence ? | 
Go thou thyfelf and learn diſcretion, wretch, 


Nor truſt an inj ur'd woman. 
. 


8 G. 8 
Go, wretch ſupine, and with thy bride, 

Sail down ſecure on fortune” s tide ; 
But ſoqn fierce blafts ſhall riſe, 
And ſtun thee with ſurpriſe, - 


® 


Great 


122 M E D E A. 


Great Hecate ſhall ſend from hell, 1 
A ſtorm above thy power to quell, [Goss out. 9 


S CENT X 1 : 
ZEGLE, PHILETAS, Children, and Attendants. * = Sc 
| EE - BB WE C 
4 1 E. > = DB; 
O wretched children my heart bleeds with grief, 
When i betfold your helpleſs ſtate, depriv'd 
Of her who ought to prove your chief ſupport ; 
1 Left to a rival's mercy, ſacrific'd 
| Perhaps to jealouſy—at leaſt given up 
; To | cold neglect and a precarious ſtate. 


Ah me ! the tender bloods of infant years, 
Like the fair flower, that in the ſpring appears, ⁵⁴ 


If not ſecur'd againſt the pinching blaſt = 
By the fond parent's, care, can never laſt. 


F 


| 7 HILET As. T 

O Jaſon, Jaſon, can the Gods look down, Fo 
And view with patience ſuch enormous guilt! 5 
Forbid it, Jove ! O hurl thy thunderbolt 
Again{t his 1 impigen bead. . . 
XGL EE. BY 


M E D E « 123 
„ OL E. n 
| Philetas, watch ; 


Guard well the children; Give her time to cool 
Ere ſhe behold them. *Tis a dangerous hour, 


80 we have ever found it, when the rites 
Of Hecate employ her, and no foot 
Profane 1s ſuffer' f to approach the ſcene. 
HIL ETA 8. 
I od thoſe rites—Something works in her mind, 
That mult have vent. 


SS O G- 
Revenge once rooted in the breaſt, 
But from deſtruction finds no reſt; 
Nor friend, nor foe ſpares in its rage, 
Nor pity ſhews to ſex or age. 
CHORUS. 
So when the ruſhing torrent pours, | 
And overflows its wonted ſhores ; 
It waſtes the champain far and wide, 
And levels all things with its tide. 


SCENE 


124 M E. D EA 


„ NN 
Prieft, N a Cauldron, Toe dark. 


PRIEST. 155 
Flaſh 85 tening, thunder roll, black clouds deſcend; 
Involve s deep in gloom, and form x ſcene 
Fit for theſe ſolemn rites, fit for the ſoul 
Of great Medea. 


— 


SCENE vl. 


M x D E A enters, 


ME DE A. 

Goddeſs Hecatè, 
hee! i invoke : Thee, by whoſe aid i lull'd 
The dragon's watchful eyes, and tam'd thoſe bulls 
From whoſe throats iſſu'd a conſuming fire. 
Come, 1 come. 

R E 8 15 

> See, on thine altar ſmokes 

be grateful ſacrifice: cach powerful herb 
From Fheltlaly : and Pontus, ' duly plucked 
When planets were moſt baneful. See, they float 
In dews collected from Mephitic pools. 


M E DE A. 
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: Hark, hark, the dogs in choral howls. proclaim | 


MEDEA. — 


; Come, ſhed thy influence. Give effect to thoughts bs. 
' Lurking within my boſom, Teach my ſoul | 


To know no tenderneſs, Quench every ſpark 


Of pity lurking here. 
PRIEST. 
She comes, ſhe comes 1 


Her mighty N 3 


"| E M I c H 0 R U 8. 
Hark! the ſolemn ſounds i hear! 
Lo! the fitting forms appear |! 

8 ſign proclaims her near! 

„ S EMI UD 
She comes, ſhe comes, in all her power, 
Fierce vengeance on thy foes to ſhower, 
And aid thee in the dreadful hour. 


4 


: s ON G. 
PRIEST. 
Dews from 8 Stygian caves diſtill'd, 
Lurid herbs with poiſon fill'd, 
Round the brain your ſteams diſpenſe, 
Doeaden every ſofter ſenſe, 


SONG. 


K 2 D E . 


\ 8 0 N G. 
nber Prieſt. 
Suck but in the powerful fume, | 
Wounds and death ſhall charms aſſume : ; 
Pity' ſelf ſhall not beguile; 
Agonies ſhall. make thee ſmile, 
S O0 N 
„„ 
I feel myſelf polleſt ; 
She triumphs in my breaſt ; 
All tenderneſs is gone; 
My heart is turn'd to ſtone. 
 SEMICHORUS. 

O'er this robe your influence ſhed, 
Load with miſchief every thread; 
Let all poiſons in it meet, 

Let it prove her winding-ſheet, 
CHORUS. 
80 mall all Greece thee Hecatc adore, 
And in Medea own thy mighty power. 
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Jason, CREON, Queen, Attendants. 


| -CKE 0 N. | 
AIL, happy day, hail, happy hour, that makes 


The flower of Greece my ſon. Let trum 


pets found; 


Let flutes and lyres proclaim the ſolemn | joy; 5 


Be joy on every tongue; in every heart 


Where human feelings enter. Thine, i fee, 


Thine, Jaſon, is moſt joyful; on thy face 


read the? impreſſion of my Glauca's charms z 


it brightens up thy countenance, 
JASON. 
een ſtrange, 


7 5 Moſt ſtrange, were i not happy. Link'd with one, 
Who gives at once a refuge, and beſtows 


The faireſt maid that &er adorn'd her ſex. 
ut wherefore comes ſhe not? 


Ss ON G. 
Come, and round thy lovely brows, 
Place the Fegamine and roſe; 


Se S 


— ee it — 
my 171 ho — 
——— — v9 = - 


* 


See, the garland- ready ſtands, -. 
Pining 1 and thee demands. 
B HOU 
Haſte, fair Glauca, haſte away, 

_ Jaſon pines too with delay. 


Ar TENS 8 
She but prepares 


FE Her 0 dress. | Tin chat rich garment clad 
8 Preſented by Medea', ſhe'll ſoon come. 


CRE ON. 


Meant let mulic ſound, | Loos] ul cli 


SCENE i 


Par L E T A s and Children, 


5 PHIL ET AS, 


O . 1 dread the? event! Medea's mind 
Moſt ſurely meditates ſome blow This calm 


Mix'd with a ſettled gloom, that clouds her brow, 
Portends a dreadful ſtorm. She raves no more, 


As ſhe was wont. 


8 G N @ 
Unmov'd and ſilent now ſhe ſtands, 
With droopinF head, and claſped hands; 


Now 
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Come hither, let me embrace thee - and thee too. 
bt ' How did the take it ? 
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255 
3 
2 


To child preſented it 


Now from her lips in broken phraſe, 
Words fall, that ſtrike us with amaze ; 
From her ftern eye tears guſhing break 
By fits, and tain her livid cheek ; | 
Like drops upon the poliſh'd ſtone, 
They ſeem unfelt to e down. 


1 


s e E N R 8 


M E D E A and former. | A 


1 . 
Fi M E D E A. 


The garment, was't preſented ? 


PHILETAS:. 
| > you bad, 


ME DE A. 
That” s well. Such "ths 


© Shall ne'er be wanting for a friend like her. 


Yes, it is well. Evil is now my good. 


With a gracious ſmile. 
MEDEA, 


1 too perhaps may have my time to ſmile; _ 


Il ocean will not quench it What a blaze |— 


K "$06 


NM E D E A 5 129 


5 5 1 
. 130 . NM E D E A. ä 
| $07 G. N 
ieee i hear her groans— i 
It ſiezes on her bones— _ 


5 5 Hecate, look down, and blow 
43 . The ſubtle flame O irons the woe. 
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He may be caught himſelf he knows; ? ng then : . 
HIL ET AS. 
Madam 1 | = 155 
Nay, mind me not—Only ſome thoughts „ 

Came . and made me wander — 


Luer * 68 L E. ; 


1 
r ON IF 


c 
98 


| Hack, 1 hear 
'The ſound of trumpets. [ Trumpets heard at a di ance, bf 
+ : *Tis the marriage rite— 
ö . bring the children to my room She burns 
ONO ps 1 in aſhes —Bring the children up .. 

h AGLE. 

| "22 the rites are not begun: the bride, 

So was told, by ſome bad omen warn'd,” - T 
| Deferr'd awhile the marriage. „ 


SONG. 
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8 ON G. 
| What wonder if the Gods ſhould ſend 
The worſt of omens to attend | 
A marriage ſo unchaſte | 
For when they join their impious hands, 
They boldly break thoſe holy bands, 


_— That ever ought to laſt. a 
5 5 - But 3 t length 
FE: * They have fatisfy'd her doubts, ad ſhe pre- 


pares— 
NME DE A. 
Thanks to great Hecate ! May blindneſs thus 
| Sieze ever om mine enemies I Dear babes, 
How i do love you ! Let me taſte again 
Of your ſweet lips, and ſuck your . breath — 
0 how delightful ! — 
8 Q N I 
Not Flora's breath, that from the roſe, - 
On Zephyr's wings rich odor throws, 
Is half ſo fragrant as your breath, 
Sweet babes—and ſhall the blaſt of death 
O cruel doom! 
How ſhort your bloom ! 


Ksn _ * - amd 


bs. . A. 


O ſmile not — ound not thus your other 8 breaſtl— 
Go take them etſy * heart, NE heart ! 3 


[* 
8 0 E N Mo V. 
MEDEA, XZGLE. 


K GI. E. 
Forgive me, madam, if i dare to expreſs | 
My r thoughts | : 
N E D E A. 


Speak out; chou haſt my leave. 1 


| MG L E. 
O, i b ſeech thee, bernot hurried © on 
* o deeds unnatural. 
| MEDE A. 
What doft thou mean? 
: K GI. E. 
ker, they” are thy children, 
MEDFEA. 
> Doſt thou think 
I do not love them ? Not the blood that flows 
In my own body is more dear than theirs, 
* LE, 
But paſſion — 
I MEDE A. 
Paſſion thou doſt ſee i am Calm, 


\ 


He? 
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ET fe has granted all i aſl d—it is enough— ._ EA 


he reſpite of this day it is enough 


P am fully ſatisfy'd.— Go, and prepare 


' 5 For our departure. Bid Philetas wait 
A meſſage to the king requires his aid— -- 
* a 1 quick] y come. IAE goes out. 


S C WK vi 
MDE A alone. 
Fiend that I am 


| | Jaſon, decrees, not i,—Yet can it be ? 
O, tis impoſſible they muſt prevail— 


"TOY he, 


> Yet can i ſpare them ?— Will not every look, 


= Engrofſes everycomfort to himſelf ? ? 


i Each tender accent, tell me with reproach, 
That 1 once lov'd a villain—who now robg— 


Z It 8 be done it muſt, 


Fond Nature, yes, 


I feel thee thou abhorreſt—Conſcience too, 


[ hear thy cries. But crimes muſt have their courſe; | 
They muſt have fellow crimes ; ſtanding alone 
They brand the front with folly. It muſt be done— 

he ſteady, hand ſtrike home the mother now 

Muſt be Forgotten, 


SONG. 
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| Yes, i contemn the craig pains; © 

The ſteel that paſſes through their veins, Wo” 
Through his paſſes too; 

Think of this, and {trike the 1 N 


8 EN E uk 
J 480 N, Attendants. Meſſenger enters. 


JASON; 
Whence this confuſion in thy looks ? 


hoes 


s 


My Lord, 
I dread to tell the tale. ff 
JASON, 15. 

Speak out. EZ 
MESSENGER, = 
The bride 

Not long had put on that accurſed robe, 

Preſented by Medea, ere a flame, 

Subtle, and fierce, began to ſpread around 

Her miſerable body. —Down ſhe fell, 

In anguiſh inexpreſſible, and death 


Soon clos'd her eyes, —Others beſide were nes, 
Creon amongſt the reſt. 


YT bead — 


: Ls I 8 
% 25 2 
REF . 
43 . 7 
Fo . 
FE I 
. 
„ 


: . 


. 
= Round her in vain his arms. he threw, 
In vain he ſtrove to quench the fire; 
Raging from limb to limb it flew ; 
Ah, wretched A ah, unhappy ſire ! 
, a 5 JASON. 
| Alas, his pangs are light to what i feel ! 5 
1 did | i quit my Glauca ? : 


- $ 0 &. 

W be was i not in Creon's place? 
Why dydi not in her embrace? 
mn J Why am 1 left alone, 

- Eternally to moan, 

- Of every joy bereft ? 

2 2 Oh ! ne, my children full are left. 


6 a Where's this abandon'd murdereſs ?—O wrends | 
5 D' ecluded wretch ! to truſt my happineſs _ 
. Io one ſo try'd in crimes Fool that 4 1 Was [os 

| Whereis ſhe? Bring her forth. . 
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x ag Land: retir 'd 


To her apartment—every dan barr' Goo 


The 
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c 

The children with her, : and we? have heard firangY 
cries 

From time to time. 


| She cannot be ſo fell! 
| N des 1: hark | Medea ! 1] 


j 2512 Ra . MEDEA. = 
= | Who calls there! 1 


3 As ON. 
O more than tigreſs] Canſt thou then deſtroy 


0 


O look with pity on them—they's re thy own— 
Let nature plead their cauſe—let innocence 
.Ah me! it is too much — Hold heart Ve Gods, 
| Quell, quell this monſter. Ha! again i hear 
The diſmal ſhriek. — Sweet DAP fall down—em- 
brace— | 
| Cling to her knees, her ſkirts. Rs TY in vain, 
In vain they plead. —T his dreadful ſilence tells 
Too well what's done. St! 1 not a groan is heard 


CY! wg Rn of; ALIA 
4 ET WNT 
S 


S ATT: I Sh dhe 7; Io DRIES 
e TOTS Cn int 
r 


| | M E D E A. 
— | Thou doſt well; 
; Thou underſtand'ſ it right the work f is done. 
| | There 


n 


2 


5 ; I EF, ; 
Y FS. „ 
As Oo. 


P am buſy now=—1 haue no time to talk. E 


| 1 tremble at this ſilence. 5 55 


The babes that ſuck'd thy breaſt ! — thoſe harmlel: 5 1 
babes! Ky 
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. . There, take the dagger uſe it like a man. 


EA 
Give me one comfort ere i go, 
Strike boldly—end at once thy woe. 

Yet no ! pollute not with thy ſtains 

The blood, that flow'd from guiltleſs veins : 
|} | Live on, and wretched be, 
| And, when thou view that dagger, think « on me. 


* 


IA, 

' Infernal fury but ! in deeds, not words —. 
O give her to my vengeance | ! 

[ MED EA. £ 

' Doating wretch | 

Dot thou not yet know who Medea is ? 
Haſt thou forgot her power ? Her ſpirit too 
Thou ſhould'ſt have better known. Could ſt ou 


believe, 


That ſhe, who, ted preſerve a vagabond, - 


Betray'd her fire, and in a brother's blood — © 
Embru'd her hands, would tamely yield thee up 
To a deteſted rival ?—Go, embrace 

That rival now—thou haſt my leave, —Farewell ! 
The winged car attends, which ſoon ſhall bear 
Medea to a ſafer place, „„ 

; # | JASON, 


- 


4 


* 


avengers of ſuch 


And with 


erſue, o 


5 


o N 6. 
Inn vain thy dragons ſpread their fail ; 
| The winged car ſhall not avail : 
 _- Great Jove ſhall mark thee in thy flight; 
all never loſe thee out of ſight, 


CHORUS. 


AS ON. _ 
The Gods, 


e1 rreat Jove ſhall bid the Furies riſe, 

ir torches blaſt thine eyes ; 
Bid Vengeqnce, with her Gorgon head, 
take, and ſtrike thee dead; 
Then drag thee to unheard-of woe, 

New tortures in the realms below. 


